
REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE UNIVERSAL
PERIODIC REVIEW. MEXICO*

INTRODUCTION

1. The Work ing Group on the Uni ver sal Pe ri odic Re view (UPR), es tab -
lished in ac cor dance with Hu man Rights Coun cil res o lu tion 5/1 of 18
June 2007, held its fourth ses sion from 2 to 13 Feb ru ary 2009. The re -
view of Mex ico was held at the 13th meet ing on 10 Feb ru ary 2009. The
del e ga tion of Mex ico was headed by H. E. Sr. Fernando Gómez-Mont,
Min is ter of In te rior. At its meet ing held on 13 Feb ru ary 2009, the Work -
ing Group adopted the pres ent re port on Mex ico.

2. On 8 Sep tem ber 2008, the Hu man Rights Coun cil se lected the fol -
low ing group of rap por teurs (troika) to fa cil i tate the re view of Mex ico:
Nic a ra gua, Pa ki stan and South Af rica.

3. In ac cor dance with para graph 15 of the an nex to res o lu tion 5/1,
the fol low ing doc u ments were is sued for the re view of Mex ico:

(a) A na tional re port sub mit ted / writ ten pre sen ta tion made in ac cor -
dance with para graph 15 (a) (A/HRC/WG.6/4/MEX/1);

(b) A com pi la tion pre pared by the Of fice of the High Com mis sioner
for Hu man Rights (OHCHR), in ac cor dance with para graph 15 (b)
(A/HRC/WG.6/4/MEX/2);

(c) A sum mary pre pared by OHCHR, in ac cor dance with para graph
15 (c) (A/HRC/WG.6/4/MEX/3).

4. A list of ques tions pre pared in ad vance by the Czech Re pub lic,
Den mark, Ger many, Liech ten stein, the Neth er lands, Swe den and the
United King dom of Great Brit ain and North ern Ire land was trans mit ted
to Mex ico through the troika. These ques tions are avail able on the ex tra-
net of the UPR.

*  Uni ted Na tions, A, Ge ne ral Assembly, Ge ne ral Dis tri bu tion, A/HRC/11/27, 3
March 2009, Ori gi nal in En glish. Hu man Rights Coun cil, Ele venth Ses sion, Agen da item 
6. Pre viously is sued un der symbol num ber A/HRC/WG.6/4/L.13; mi nor re vi sions have
been ad ded un der the aut ho rity of the se cre ta riat of the Hu man Rights Coun cil, on the ba -
sis of edi to rial chan ges made by Sta tes through the ad re fe ren dum pro ce du re The an nex
to the pre sent re port is cir cu la ted as re cei ved.

Anuario Mexicano de Derecho
Internacional, vol. X, 2010,
pp. 617-655

www.juridicas.unam.mx


I. SUMMARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE REVIEW PROCESS

A. Pre sen ta tion by the Sta te un der re view

5. At the third meet ing, on 10 Feb ru ary 2009, the Min is ter of In te rior 
of Mex ico pre sented the na tional re port. He ex plained that Mex ico par -
tic i pates in the UPR mech a nism out of con vic tion that pro mot ing and
pro tect ing hu man rights is a non-renounceable ob li ga tion and a uni ver sal 
eth i cal im per a tive and that co op er a tion with the in ter na tional hu man
rights mech a nisms is an in valu able tool to fos ter in ter nal struc tural
changes.

6. He in di cated that leg is la tors and of fi cials of au ton o mous hu man
rights bod ies were pres ent in the room, as well as Mex i can non-gov ern -
men tal or ga ni za tions (NGOs). He rec og nized re main ing chal lenges,
mainly: strength en ing the rule of law, so that se cu rity and jus tice in sti tu -
tions are fully ca pa ble of pro tect ing all cit i zens and hu man rights are
fulfilled in a con text of au then tic dem o cratic gov er nance; and over com -
ing the in equal i ties that char ac ter ize the Mex i can so ci ety, par tic u larly
through pov erty re duc tion and erad i ca tion of ex treme pov erty.

7. Mex ico’s dem o cratic con sol i da tion has pro foundly trans formed
po lit i cal, le gal and so cial in sti tu tions, re sult ing in ef fec tive sep a ra tion of
pow ers; a broad net work of pub lic hu man rights bod ies; a more ac tive
and participative civil so ci ety; the strength en ing and har mo ni za tion of
the le gal and in sti tu tional frame work for pro mot ing and pro tect ing hu -
man rights; and full co op er a tion with and open ness to in ter na tional
mech a nisms of hu man rights scru tiny.

8. Un der the Con sti tu tion, in ter na tional trea ties on hu man rights are
su preme law and above fed eral and lo cal laws, and can there fore be in -
voked be fore tri bu nals. Mex ico faces chal lenges in leg is la tive har mo ni -
za tion at the state level.

9. The Con gress is now con sid er ing sev eral bills to fully em body the 
con cept of hu man rights in the Con sti tu tion.

10. Mex ico has de vel oped and con sol i dated a large num ber of in sti -
tu tions and pub lic pol i cies for the pro tec tion of hu man rights, for ex am -
ple, the Na tional Hu man Rights Com mis sion and the net work of lo cal
hu man rights in sti tu tions. Mex ico has a Na tional Hu man Rights Pro-
gramme (NHRP) which is the core guide line for the con sol i da tion of a
com pre hen sive State pol icy on hu man rights. Ad di tion ally, the Com mis -
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sion for Gov ern men tal Pol i cies on Hu man Rights, which is a per ma nent
mech a nism for di a logue be tween the fed eral gov ern ment and NGOs, has
fos tered rel e vant leg is la tive re forms.

11. Per ma nent co op er a tion with in ter na tional hu man rights mech a -
nisms has be come a key fac tor in strength en ing na tional leg is la tion, in -
sti tu tions and pub lic pol i cies.

12. The re port pre sented by Mex ico is based on the prem ise that cor -
rup tion, pub lic in se cu rity and im pu nity are a threat to hu man rights. Or -
ga nized crime has killed cit i zens, jour nal ists, pros e cu tors, po lice of fi cers
and mem bers of the armed forces. Crim i nal groups use kidnappings,
black mail ing and vi o lence, and also em ploy cor rup tion against in sti tu -
tions, erod ing them and vi o lat ing the rights of Mex i cans. The larg est
threat co mes from or ga nized crime. There fore, the strug gle to en sure law 
and or der in Mex ico is es sen tially a fight to safe guard fun da men tal lib er -
ties and rights of all cit i zens. In some re gions of the coun try, crim i nals
have launched a to tal of fen sive against so ci ety, sur pass ing the lo gis tic
and com bat ca pa bil i ties of cer tain civil au thor i ties. The cur rent Ad min is -
tra tion deems as nec es sary the par tic i pa tion of the armed forces in sup -
port of civil au thor i ties fac ing or ga nized crime. The ser vice so pro vided
by the armed forces is in valu able, rec og nized by Mex i can so ci ety and in
ac cor dance with the con sti tu tional frame work. The de ploy ment of the
armed forces is sub sid iary and ex clu sively at the re quest of civil au thor i -
ties, and strictly tem po rary. The del e ga tion was aware of con cerns re -
gard ing al leged hu man rights vi o la tions com mit ted by mem bers of the
armed forces while car ry ing out pub lic se cu rity tasks, as well as con cerns 
about the func tion ing of mil i tary jus tice in Mex ico, but re it er ated the
com mit ment of the se cu rity forces in volved in the fight against or ga nized 
crime to fully re spect all hu man rights of all.

13. The ju di ciary and the per ma nent over sight by the au ton o mous
hu man rights in sti tu tions, the me dia and pub lic opin ion play a key role in 
en sur ing that al leged hu man rights vi o la tions are in ves ti gated and pros e -
cuted. The NHRP in cludes the com mit ment of the mil i tary forces to
promote re forms in the field of pros e cu tion and ad min is tra tion of jus tice
be fore mil i tary tri bu nals in ac cor dance with Mex ico’s in ter na tional ob li -
ga tions. The Min is try of De fence has spe cial ized units to re ceive and
pro cess com plaints and rec om men da tions from au ton o mous hu man
rights bod ies through ad min is tra tive and crim i nal pro ce dures, in clud ing
re dress pro ce dures. Com plete har mo ni za tion with in ter na tional hu man
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rights stan dards re quires fur ther reg u lat ing and professionalizing the se -
cu rity forces, es pe cially with re spect to the le git i mate and pro por tional
use of force in the fight against or ga nized crime. As a re sult of the events 
in Atenco, the Su preme Court is ex am in ing the adop tion of in ter na tional
stan dards on the use of force by se cu rity corps.

14. The del e ga tion high lighted the Gov ern ment’s launch ing of an
in-depth-trans for ma tion of the crim i nal jus tice sys tem with two main
goals: end ing im pu nity and strength en ing the State ca pac i ties for crime
pros e cu tion, with full re spect for hu man rights. In 2008 the Re form to
Pub lic Se cu rity and the Crim i nal Jus tice Sys tem set an ac cu sa tory sys -
tem, and strength ened: the guar an tees of due pro cess; the pre sump tion of 
in no cence; full re spect for vic tims’ rights; and ef fec tive pro tec tion
against abuses by au thor i ties. The re form con sis tent with the Palermo
Con ven tion re in forces the State ca pac i ties to in ves ti gate, pros e cute and
pun ish crimes, en sur ing full re spect of hu man rights.

15. In re cent years there have been im por tant im prove ments re gard -
ing ac cess to pub lic in for ma tion and de-pe nal iza tion of press crimes. The 
del e ga tion shared the con cerns about the se cu rity of jour nal ists, stress ing 
that vi o lence threat en ing jour nal ists and in for ma tion pro vid ers co mes
from crim i nal or ga ni za tions. The Fed eral Ex ec u tive has just in tro duced a 
bill be fore Con gress to make at tacks against jour nal ists a fed eral crime.

16. Com bat ing tor ture is a gov ern ment pri or ity. The Con sti tu tion
pro hib its tor ture, and cor re spond ing na tional and fed eral leg is la tion has
been en acted. Nev er the less, Mex ico needs to har mo nize laws against tor -
ture through out the coun try, im ple ment the Is tan bul Pro to col in all states
and work, in clud ing with civil so ci ety, to cre ate a na tional reg is try of al -
le ga tions of tor ture.

17. The Con sti tu tion pro hib its all forms of dis crim i na tion, and Mex -
ico has a Fed eral Act to Pre vent and Elim i nate Dis crim i na tion and a Na -
tional Coun cil for the Pre ven tion of Dis crim i na tion on this is sue. Dis -
crim i na tion against women, es pe cially if it in volves vi o lence, is a main
con cern and a high pri or ity, and Mex ico is aware of the sig nif i cant chal -
lenges in this do main. Most states have har mo nized their laws with the
Gen eral Act on Women’s Ac cess to a Life Free From Vi o lence, and have 
a state sys tem against vi o lence. Mex ico has also put in place pub lic pol i -
cies in sup port of gen der equal ity. In ad di tion, the new Gen eral Act on
Equal ity be tween Women and Men pro motes women’s em pow er ment at
the fed eral level in both the pub lic and the pri vate spheres. The fed eral
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Spe cial Pros e cu tor’s Of fice on Vi o lent Crime against Women and Hu -
man Traf fick ing has ini ti ated sev eral in ves ti ga tions. Train ing and aware-
nessraising programmes for the ju di ciary have been de vel oped. Par tic u lar 
in dig na tion was ex pressed by many re gard ing the kill ing of women, es -
pe cially the cases in Ciudad Juárez, Chi hua hua. The State in sti tu tions
will work with civil so ci ety to fully ad dress these crimes and to pre vent
them. Both at the na tional level and in the case of Ciudad Juárez, im por -
tant ef forts are un der way to en hance leg is la tion and strengthen in sti tu -
tions and bud gets.

18. With re gard to spe cific groups, the Fed eral Gov ern ment has
taken im por tant steps in shift ing from wel fare to a rights-based ap proach. 
Ac cess to health, free dom from vi o lence and equal op por tu ni ties have to
be pro vided to all chil dren in Mex ico, through the im ple men ta tion of
inter-in sti tu tional and com pre hen sive programmes for chil dren fo cused
on ca pac ity-build ing, food, health and ed u ca tion. In re cent years, a ju ve -
nile jus tice sys tem has been es tab lished; de spite some dif fi cul ties, its im -
ple men ta tion is on go ing.

19. The coun try’s mul ti eth nic com po si tion and the rights of in dig e -
nous peo ples are both rec og nized in the Con sti tu tion. Of 106 mil lion
Mex i cans, 10 per cent live in in dig e nous com mu ni ties and many of them
in pov erty A va ri ety of programmes are im ple mented to over come this
sit u a tion through the Na tional Com mis sion for the De vel op ment of In -
dig e nous Peo ples. The 68 in dig e nous lan guages are rec og nized in the
2003 Gen eral Act on the Lin guis tic Rights of In dig e nous Peo ples, and
there fore have the same sta tus as Span ish. The Na tional In sti tute of In -
dig e nous Lan guages was cre ated in 2005 to elab o rate ed u ca tional ma te -
rial, pro mote ba sic and pro fes sional ed u ca tion for ed u ca tors, and pro -
mote the teach ing of in dig e nous lan guages. Nev er the less, one of the
main chal lenges is achiev ing full ac cess for in dig e nous peo ples to com -
pul sory, bi lin gual and intercultural ed u ca tion. The Fed eral Gov ern ment
is cre at ing Intercultural Uni ver si ties in sev eral states. Mex ico rec og nized 
the chal lenge of re spect ing in dig e nous peo ples’ right of ac cess to jus tice
of and en sures cer ti fied de fence coun sel, in ter pret ers and trans la tors in
all law suits and pro ceed ings in volv ing in dig e nous peo ple.

20. Mex ico has pro moted a for eign pol icy aimed at pro tect ing the
rights of Mex i cans liv ing abroad. Mex ico has to en sure co her ence be -
tween the fair treat ment claimed for Mex i cans liv ing abroad and the
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treat ment given to for eign mi grants in Mex ico. Con se quently, in July
2008 un doc u mented mi gra tion was de-criminalized.

21. On the fight against Pov erty, Mex ico high lighted the Fed eral
Gov ern ment’s launch ing of the Liv ing Better strat egy, in line with the
Mil len nium De vel op ment Goals (MDGs). Mex ico is achiev ing these
goals and has even set ad di tional ones, as re flected in the cur rent Na -
tional De vel op ment Plan (NDP).

B. Inte rac ti ve dia lo gue and res pon ses by the Sta te un der re view

22. Dur ing the in ter ac tive di a logue, state ments were made by 56 del -
e ga tions. Ad di tional state ments which could not be de liv ered dur ing the
in ter ac tive di a logue due to time con straints are also posted on the UPR
extranet when avail able.* Nu mer ous del e ga tions thanked Mex ico for its
com pre hen sive pre sen ta tion and for the qual ity of its na tional re port,
which was elab o rated in con sul ta tion with civil so ci ety. Mex ico was con -
grat u lated for its full co op er a tion with in ter na tional hu man rights mech a -
nisms, par tic u larly its rat i fi ca tion of all rel e vant hu man rights instruments, 
is su ance of a stand ing in vi ta tion to spe cial pro ce dures and rec og ni tion of 
the com pe tence of bod ies to re ceive com plaints. Its pos i tive con tri bu tion
to the work of the Hu man Rights Coun cil and the in sti tu tion-build ing
pro cess was also par tic u larly wel comed.

23. Brazil wel comed the ab o li tion of the death pen alty in 2005. It
stressed the sig nif i cant chal lenges faced by Mex ico, such as equal iz ing
so cial and re gional dis par i ties, add ing that a sig nif i cant part of the Mex i -
can pop u la tion still lives in pov erty, a sit u a tion which disproportionally
af fects in dig e nous peo ple, the dis abled and other vul ner a ble groups.
Brazil rec om mended that Mex ico (a) con sider pro gres sively with draw ing 
its res er va tions to in ter na tional hu man rights in stru ments; (b) strengthen
ef forts to fight pov erty; and (c) har mo nize na tional and re gional leg is la -
tion in or der to avoid dis crim i na tory prac tices against women and in dig e -
nous peo ples.

24. Al ge ria en quired about le gal pro vi sions pro tect ing free dom of re -
li gion or be lief. It rec og nized Mex ico’s achieve ments in re duc ing pov -
erty but was con cerned that most of the poor be long to in dig e nous com-

*  Alba nia, Aus tra lia, Bos nia and Her ze go vi na, Czech Re pu blic, Gree ce, Le ba non,
Liech tens tein and Slo ve nia.
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munities. Al ge ria rec om mended that Mex ico (a) at tach par tic u lar at ten -
tion to in dig e nous com mu ni ties in its strat e gies to re duce pov erty and to
com bat ex treme pov erty; re fer ring to the 2006 con clu sions of the Com -
mit tee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and of the Com mit tee on Eco -
nomic, So cial and Cul tural Rights (CESCR), Al ge ria rec om mended that
Mex ico (b) take ef fec tive mea sures to put an end to do mes tic vi o lence
and abuse of chil dren; it fur ther rec om mended that Mex ico (c) en sure the 
ef fec tive ac cess of all chil dren to ed u ca tion, in par tic u lar mi grant and in -
dig e nous chil dren, and take ef fec tive mea sures to com bat their ex clu sion
from the ed u ca tion sys tem, and (d) take all nec es sary mea sures to en sure
the ef fec tive ap pli ca tion of the Fed eral Act to Pre vent and Pun ish Torture.

25. Mo rocco noted with sat is fac tion the cur rent re view of the Con sti -
tu tion with a view to in tro duc ing in ter na tional hu man rights stan dards
therein. It wel comed the Fed eral Gov ern ment’s ef forts for eco nomic de -
vel op ment, in par tic u lar the con sid er able bud get al lot ted to that end. It
rec om mended that Mex ico (a) con tinue to pro mote the rat i fi ca tion of the
In ter na tional Con ven tion on the Rights of All Mi grant Work ers and
Members of Their Fam i lies (ICRMW); and (b) pur sue the re forms ini ti -
ated to en sure the full en joy ment of hu man rights and fun da men tal free -
doms to its cit i zens, in par tic u lar the har mo ni za tion of do mes tic leg is la -
tion with its in ter na tional com mit ments.

26. Spain high lighted the cre ation of the Na tional Hu man Rights
Com mis sion (CNDH) in 1990 and of the NHRP for 2008-2012. It rec -
om mended that Mex ico (a) com plete its in sti tu tional ef forts to en sure
that the in ter na tional hu man rights norms it adopts have con sti tu tional
sta tus and are ap plied as su preme law in court pro ceed ings; and (b) har -
mo nize fed eral and state laws with in ter na tional in stru ments, to en sure
equal pro tec tion and guar an tees at fed eral and state lev els. Spain asked
whether in di vid u als have ef fec tive rem e dies against pos si ble hu man
rights vi o la tions com mit ted by mil i tary staff, and whether the in ter nal
pro ce dures of the var i ous po lice forces have adopted the Code of Con -
duct for Law En force ment Of fi cials in cluded in the Ba sic Prin ci ples on
the Use of Force and Fire arms, as rec om mended by OHCHR-Mex ico.

27. Egypt re quested that Mex ico elab o rate on its ef forts to pro mote
the rights of mi grant work ers and peo ple with dis abil i ties at the in ter nal
level, and on chal lenges fac ing these ef forts. Egypt also en quired about
the del e ga tion’s views with re gard to the sta tus of rat i fi ca tion of ICRMW 
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and the rea sons it per ceives for many coun tries’ de lay in rat i fy ing this
Con ven tion by.

28. Bah rain wel comed the es tab lish ment of a na tional in sti tute for
women to eval u ate and co or di nate gov ern ment ef forts to achieve gen der
equal ity, as well as the NHRP. It com mended the Gov ern ment’s role in
en cour ag ing ed u ca tion through free com pul sory pri mary ed u ca tion; and
the ef forts made to ad vance the rights of chil dren and ad o les cents, in -
clud ing their right to de cent life. Bah rain wel comed the mea sures taken
to im prove the crim i nal jus tice sys tem and re quested fur ther in for ma tion
re gard ing prog ress and chal lenges in this re gard. It also en quired on
Mex ico’s ef forts to es tab lish plans and strat e gies to cre ate a cul ture of
equal ity be tween men and women.

29. Azerbaijan rec om mended that Mex ico: (a) ef fec tively in cor po -
rate the pro vi sions of the in ter na tional hu man rights in stru ments into na -
tional leg is la tion; (b) in ves ti gate the al leged cases of tor ture and other
hu man rights abuses com mit ted by po lice, mil i tary and se cu rity per son -
nel and put an end to the cli mate of im pu nity; (c) take ef fec tive mea sures 
to com bat vi o lence and dis crim i na tion against women, in clud ing cases of 
mur der and dis ap pear ances; (d) in crease its ef forts to im prove the whole
sys tem with re gard to in dig e nous peo ples; (e) in ves ti gate the cases of at -
tacks against jour nal ists and hu man rights de fend ers; and (f) put more ef -
forts and fi nan cial re sources into erad i cat ing pov erty and high mor tal ity
and mal nu tri tion rates, es pe cially in ru ral ar eas and among in dig e nous
peo ples.

30. Cuba noted that cor rup tion and vi o lence, par tic u larly vi o lence re -
lated to drug traf fick ing and vi o lence against women, are amongst the
larg est ob sta cles to the full en joy ment of hu man rights in Mex ico. Pov -
erty re duc tion and fair re dis tri bu tion of wealth among the dif fer ent seg -
ments of so ci ety and geo graph ical re gions are other enor mous chal -
lenges. Cuba rec om mended that Mex ico (a) in ves ti gate and pre vent
im pu nity in cases of hu man rights vi o la tions com mit ted by law en force -
ment of fi cials, through out the na tional ter ri tory; (b) re dou ble ef forts in
com bat ing cor rup tion at all lev els; and (c) do ev ery thing within its reach
to min i mize in come in equal i ties be tween so cial classes and be tween geo -
graph ical re gions.

31. Uzbekistan noted treaty bod ies’ con cern about the prac tice of ar -
bi trary de ten tion in Mex ico and the ex ces sive use of force by law en -
force ment of fi cials dur ing dis tur bances in some cit ies in 2004 and 2006.
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Ac cord ing to United Na tions bod ies, mi grants who are ex pelled from
Mex ico face dif fi cul ties in ac cess ing jus tice. Uzbekistan rec om mended
that Mex ico (a) take the nec es sary mea sures to pre vent the use of tor ture, 
in clud ing by en sur ing timely, ef fec tive and im par tial in ves ti ga tions of all 
al le ga tions con cern ing tor ture; (b) in ves ti gate all al le ga tions of hu man
rights vi o la tions, par tic u larly in re la tion to per sons de tained dur ing po -
lice op er a tions, and en sure that per pe tra tors are prop erly brought to jus -
tice and pun ished; and (c) take all nec es sary mea sures to pro tect the
rights of mi grant work ers and mem bers of their fam i lies, par tic u larly by
en sur ing their ac cess to jus tice.

32. Belarus noted the NHRP and the in de pend ent mon i tor ing by
CNDH of the hu man rights sit u a tion . Belarus, not ing the ef forts al ready
made, rec om mended that Mex ico (a) con tinue de vel op ing and en sur ing
an ef fec tive pol icy in com bat ing or ga nized crime and cor rup tion. Belarus 
stressed the im por tance given by Mex ico to en sur ing the rights of wo-
men and chil dren. The level of ac cess to ed u ca tion is be ing in creased at
all lev els. Belarus rec om mended that Mex ico (b) con tinue ef forts to erad -
i cate sex ual ex ploi ta tion of chil dren. While wel com ing the adop tion of a
law on the pre ven tion of traf fick ing in per sons, Belarus rec om mended
that Mex ico (c) take mea sures to criminalize traf fick ing in per sons in all
parts of the fed er a tion and strengthen the re source ba sis for the pro tec -
tion of vic tims.

33. Por tu gal noted that the def i ni tion of or ga nized crime en ables
mem bers of so cial move ments to be ac cused of be long ing to or ga nized
crime groups, and rec om mended that Mex ico (a) en act a def i ni tion of or -
ga nized crime con sis tent with the United Na tions Con ven tion against
Trans na tional Or ga nized Crime. Not ing that tor ture is not yet to tally pre -
vented through out the coun try, Por tu gal rec om mended (b) the ef fec tive
ap pli ca tion of the Fed eral Act to Pre vent and Pun ish Tor ture, and that (c) 
Mex ico fol low up on the rec om men da tions of the Com mit tee against
Tor ture (CAT) and OHCHR to em power civil courts to try of fences
against hu man rights, in par tic u lar tor ture and cruel, in hu man or de grad -
ing treat ment com mit ted by mil i tary per son nel, even when it is claimed
that they were ser vice-re lated. Con cerned at the re ported abuses and hu -
man rights vi o la tions by law en force ment of fi cials in pris ons, Por tu gal
rec om mended that Mex ico (d) fully in ves ti gate such abuses and hu man
rights vi o la tions and en sure that per pe tra tors are duly pun ished. Por tu gal
wel comed the agree ment signed with the In ter na tional Com mit tee of the
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Red Cross (ICRC) and rec om mended that Mex ico (e) con tinue to de -
velop mea sures to im prove the sit u a tion in pris ons and the train ing of
prison of fi cials.

34. Bolivia noted that in 2008 Mex ico in tro duced a strat egy to com -
bat eco nomic in equal ity and pov erty. It en quired about ac tions taken on
this is sue re gard ing in dig e nous peo ples, and whether the prin ci ples set
out in the Dec la ra tion on the Rights of In dig e nous Peo ples are be ing in -
cor po rated in do mes tic law. Bolivia rec om mended that Mex ico (a) adopt
the nec es sary mea sures to har mo nize fed eral and state laws with in ter na -
tional hu man rights in stru ments it rat i fied; (b) adopt nec es sary mea sures
to erad i cate im pu nity for hu man rights vi o la tions, par tic u larly against
women and in dig e nous pop u la tion; and (c) adopt nec es sary mea sures to
en sure the right of in dig e nous peo ples to be con sulted, in ac cor dance
with the com mit ments un der taken by rat i fy ing ILO Con ven tion No. 169
con cern ing In dig e nous and Tribal Peo ples.

35. Ukraine wel comed the strength en ing of leg is la tion com bat ing
dis crim i na tion and pro mot ing gen der equal ity. Not ing that the se ri ous
con cern about mur ders of women re mains un re solved, Ukraine rec om -
mended en sur ing ef fec tive in ves ti ga tion and pun ish ment of these crimes
and adopt ing ad di tional mea sures to com bat this phe nom e non and raise
aware ness about this threat. Civic mech a nisms to mon i tor gov ern ment
ac tion to coun ter pub lic in se cu rity and or ga nized crime have been set up, as
well mech a nisms for in ves ti ga tion and pun ish ment of al leged hu man
rights vi o la tions by po lice of fi cials. Ukraine en quired whether Mex ico
eval u ated the ef fi ciency of these mech a nisms and their im pact on the
pro tec tion of hu man rights in the con text of po lice ac tiv i ties.

36. In do ne sia com mended Mex ico for pro mot ing the rights of women
and in dig e nous peo ple through leg is la tive re form and for its na tional
strat e gies on hu man rights, in clud ing the NHRP. In do ne sia noted the
con cerns ex pressed by the Com mit tee on the Elim i na tion of Dis crim i na -
tion against Women (CEDAW) con cern ing wide spread and sys tem atic
vi o lence against women and asked whether Mex ico in tends to adopt any
new pol i cies or mea sures in the near fu ture to ad dress this is sue. In do ne -
sia rec om mended that Mex ico fur ther strengthen its endeavours to erad i -
cate and ad dress cases of vi o lence against women and child abuse.

37. Pa ki stan un der lined that Mex ico has amended its Con sti tu tion to
in cor po rate in ter na tional hu man rights stan dards, rec og nize the rights of
in dig e nous peo ples, pro hibit all forms of dis crim i na tion, re form the ju ve -
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nile jus tice sys tem, as sure the right to in for ma tion, and re form the pub lic
se cu rity and crim i nal jus tice sys tem. Pa ki stan wel comed the NHRP and
the spe cial hu man rights units cre ated in var i ous gov ern ment en ti ties. It
rec om mended that Mex ico (a) ad dress dis crim i na tion and vi o lence
against women through ed u ca tion and spe cific leg is la tion, both in the
pub lic and the pri vate sec tors; (b) de velop af fir ma tive programmes to up -
lift the liv ing stan dards of women and en sure their pres ence in de ci -
sion-mak ing po si tions; (c) en sure the full re al iza tion of the rights of mi -
grants on its ter ri tory by en act ing leg is la tion and pro vid ing train ing to
con cerned of fi cials; (d) ad dress the prob lems of street chil dren by pro -
vid ing them State pro tec tion and vo ca tional train ing; (e) take firm ac tion
to elim i nate cor rup tion and im pu nity in the ju di cial, se cu rity and ex ec u -
tive branches; (f) in vite the rel e vant spe cial rap por teurs to visit Mex ico
and make nec es sary rec om men da tions to up lift the lot of in dig e nous
com mu ni ties, in line with its com mit ments and rel e vant in ter na tional in -
stru ments.

38. The Neth er lands was pleased with the 2008 re form of the ju di -
ciary sys tem and the sig nif i cant ef forts to fight or ga nized crime. It rec -
om mended that Mex ico (a) bring state laws and fed eral leg is la tion into
line with the frame work es tab lished by the Gen eral Act on Women’s Ac -
cess to a Life Free of Vi o lence. Con cerned that jour nal ists con tinue to be 
vic tims of abuses and grave hu man rights vi o la tions, it rec om mended
that Mex ico (b) cre ate the proper le gal frame work that gives the Spe cial
Pros e cu tor’s Of fice for Crimes against Jour nal ists in de pend ence to in -
ves ti gate and in dict per pe tra tors. The Neth er lands noted a con cen tra tion
of con trol of the me dia in the hands of few in di vid u als or groups of busi -
nesses, and rec om mended that Mex ico (c) re view its leg is la tion gov ern -
ing ra dio, tele vi sion and com mu ni ca tion and followup on the Su preme
Court’s or der to sub mit a leg is la tive ini tia tive for a new le gal frame work
per mit ting di ver sity in the me dia.

39. Swe den re mained con cerned about the re ported wide spread and
sys tem atic vi o lence against women, in clud ing cases of dis ap pear ances
and do mes tic vi o lence. It rec om mended that Mex ico (a) con tinue ef forts and 
im ple ment all mea sures nec es sary with a view to tack ling the prob lem of 
vi o lence against women. Swe den ex pressed con cern about the es ti ma tion 
of the CNDH that 99 per cent of all crimes in Mex ico are not re solved,
and noted the high num ber of un re solved kill ings and abuses of jour nal -
ists. Swe den rec om mended that Mex ico (b) con tinue ef forts and take all

REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP 627



mea sures nec es sary to put an end to im pu nity, also with re gard to crimes
against jour nal ists. Re ferred to con cerns ex pressed by the Com mit tee on
the Rights of the Child in 2006 with re gard to the wide use of cor po ral
pun ish ment within fam i lies, schools and other in sti tu tions, Swe den rec -
om mended that Mex ico (c) take mea sures to en sure that chil dren are
fully pro tected from cor po ral pun ish ment and other forms of vi o lence or
ex ploi ta tion.

40. The United King dom noted that most rights are gen er ally re -
spected in prac tice. Not ing that the NHRP is di rected at fed eral in sti tu -
tions only, it asked that Mex ico pro vide a com mit ment to en sure thor -
ough im ple men ta tion of its ob li ga tions at state and mu nic i pal lev els. The
United King dom noted the con cern of the Com mit tee against Tor ture re -
gard ing the use of tor ture in crim i nal in ves ti ga tions, and urged all cases
of tor ture com mit ted against ci vil ians by mil i tary per son nel to be tried in
ci vil ian courts. It stressed that Mex ico has been named amongst the top
three most dan ger ous coun tries for jour nal ists and sup ported the two in -
ter na tional NGO mis sions’ find ings of 2008 that the gov ern ment needs
to give pri or ity to tack ling this. It rec om mended that Mex ico (a) make a
con certed ef fort to tackle im pu nity na tion wide; (b) take fur ther steps to
ad dress dis crim i na tion against, and pro tect and pro vide as sis tance to wo- 
men and vul ner a ble groups in clud ing chil dren, mi nor i ties and in dig e nous 
peo ples; (c) pub licly rec og nize the im por tant role of hu man rights de -
fend ers and NGOs in the pro tec tion of hu man rights in Mex ico, and (d)
put into place more ef fec tive mea sures to tackle vi o lence to wards jour -
nal ists.

41. Aus tria wel comed the adop tion of the NHRP and the co op er a tion 
with OHCHR-Mex ico. It rec om mended that Mex ico (a) fur ther strengthen 
the mech a nisms for the ef fec tive im ple men ta tion of the NHRP at all lev -
els of gov ern ment. Cit ing treaty bod ies’ con cerns about ex ces sive use of
force by the po lice in San Sal va dor Atenco and Oaxaca, Aus tria stated
that per pe tra tors seem to ben e fit from a cul ture of im pu nity. It rec om -
mended that Mex ico (b) en sure that the re form of the pub lic se cu rity and
crim i nal jus tice sys tem is be ing im ple mented quickly in or der to en sure
that hu man rights vi o la tions by the se cu rity forces are sys tem at i cally in -
ves ti gated, per pe tra tors brought to jus tice and vic tims com pen sated. Not -
ing that jour nal ists face se ri ous threats, Aus tria en quired whether the
new bill in this re gard was per ceived as be ing ef fec tive enough in pun -
ish ing such acts in prac tice. It rec om mended that Mex ico (c) pro vide ad -
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e quate fund ing for in ves ti ga tions, vic tim-sup port programmes for af -
fected women and spe cial train ing for the po lice to sen si tize them to the
prob lem of vi o lence against women.

42. Viet Nam com mended Mex ico for its enor mous ef forts in solv ing 
dif fi cul ties in the ar eas of pov erty al le vi a tion, health pro tec tion and
equality be tween men and women. Mex ico has in ten si fied ef forts in
com bat ing crimes, cor rup tion and tor ture, and in pro tect ing jus tice and
so cial se cu rity. Viet Nam ap pre ci ated the adop tion of the Na tional
Programme for the Pro mo tion of Hu man Rights among Po lice and Prison 
Of fi cials and the NHRP. It rec om mended that Mex ico con tinue its ef forts 
and take fur ther steps to en sure the rights to food and health for its peo -
ple, par tic u larly for the vul ner a ble groups liv ing in ex treme pov erty, in -
clud ing in dig e nous peo ple.

43. Can ada rec om mended that Mex ico (a) pro mote the ef fec tive do -
mes tic im ple men ta tion of its in ter na tional hu man rights ob li ga tions
through the adop tion of pol i cies, laws and other mea sures at the fed eral
and state lev els and through reg u lar con sul ta tions with key stake holders,
in clud ing states, civil so ci ety or ga ni za tions and oth ers. It rec om mended
that Mex ico (b) pro mote the im ple men ta tion of re forms of the po lice and 
the ju di ciary, which it wel comed. Ex press ing con cern about al leged hu -
man rights abuses com mit ted while com bat ing drug car tels, Can ada rec -
om mended that Mex ico (c) fully in ves ti gate all al le ga tions of hu man
rights vi o la tions com mit ted by el e ments of the mil i tary and se cu rity
forces, in clud ing the adop tion of rec om men da tions made by the Na tional 
Hu man Rights Com mis sion. It noted the im por tant prog ress to achieve
the MDGs and ex pressed con cern about con tin ued wide spread margina-
lization and pov erty, par tic u larly in the south ern states. Wel com ing the
in ten si fied co op er a tion, in ter nally and bi lat er ally, to ad vance prog ress of
in dig e nous com mu ni ties, Can ada rec om mended that Mex ico (d) con tinue 
to strengthen programmes aimed at cre at ing growth and em ploy ment and 
com bat ing pov erty.

44. Bel gium noted the per sis tence of a cli mate of im pu nity, par tic u -
larly with re gard to sys tem atic vi o la tions of the hu man rights of women
and hu man rights de fend ers. It re gret ted the de ci sion taken to abol ish the
Spe cial Pros e cu tor’s of fice for past-po lit i cal and so cial move ments, man -
dated to in ves ti gate al le ga tions of hu man rights vi o la tions com mit ted in
the past. Bel gium en quired inter alia about the pos i tive ef fects in com bat -
ing im pu nity of the 2008 Na tional Agree ment on Se cu rity, Jus tice and
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Le gal ity, and about the fol low-up given to the var i ous cases ad dressed
by the Spe cial Pros e cu tor’s of fice that have been trans ferred to the of fice 
of the Gen eral Pros e cu tor in 2006. Bel gium rec om mended that (a) com -
bat ing im pu nity be one of the Gov ern ment’s pri or i ties, (b) struc tural
mea sures be set up to ad dress sys tem at i cally vi o lence and vi o la tion of
fun da men tal rights, of which women and hu man rights de fend ers are vic -
tims, and that Mex ico (c) re-es tab lish the Spe cial Pros e cu tor’s Of fice for
Past-Po lit i cal and So cial Move ments or cre ate a sim i lar of fice, which
would be a strong sig nal to wards com bat ing im pu nity for vic tims and
their fam i lies.

45. Ger many asked when the Mex i can army will com pletely with -
draw from pub lic se cu rity tasks. It rec om mended that Mex ico (a) in -
crease the ef fec tive ness of the “pre cau tion ary mea sures” to pro tect hu -
man rights de fend ers and step up in ves ti ga tions on re ports of kill ings,
threats, at tacks and acts of in tim i da tion of hu man rights de fend ers in or -
der to bring the per pe tra tors to jus tice; (b) strengthen the pub lic ity, the
im ple men ta tion and the mon i tor ing of NHRP, and step-up di a logue with
civil so ci ety in this re gard; and (c) strengthen the rights of jour nal ists and 
free me dia; cases of vi o lence and threats against jour nal ists must be in -
ves ti gated, and the state and the mu nic i pal gov ern ments should ful fil
their re spon si bil ity to pro tect a free me dia.

46. Chile wel comed the com mit ments to com bat im pu nity and the
re cent re form of the pub lic se cu rity and crim i nal jus tice sys tem. It rec -
om mended that (a) suf fi cient fi nan cial and hu man re sources be al lo cated
for the im ple men ta tion of this new sys tem, in clud ing ad e quate dis sem i -
na tion of in for ma tion for us ers as well as the re spec tive train ing of
judges and law yers. While rec og niz ing ef forts made to pro tect women’s
rights Chile rec om mended (b) adopt ing the mea sures nec es sary to ad -
vance to wards har mo niz ing leg is la tion at all lev els and elim i nat ing all
dis crim i na tory el e ments still pres ent in some state laws. Tak ing into ac -
count the re port the Spe cial Rap por teur on vi o lence against women,
Chile rec om mended that (c) the im ple men ta tion of the Gen eral Act for
Women’s Ac cess to a Life Free of Vi o lence be un der taken by all rel e -
vant au thor i ties, at the fed eral, state and mu nic i pal lev els, in clud ing in
the pre ven tion and erad i ca tion of vi o lence against women, as well as
care for vic tims.

47. Tur key rec om mended that Mex ico (a) speed up ef forts to harmonize 
fed eral and state laws with hu man rights trea ties and en sure their ef fec -
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tive im ple men ta tion at all lev els. While wel com ing the Na tional Agree -
ment on Se cu rity, Jus tice and Le gal ity, Tur key rec om mended that Mex -
ico (b) con tinue the pub lic se cu rity and jus tice re forms and fight against
or ga nized crime through ef fec tive pol i cies. Con cerned about vi o lence
against women, Tur key fur ther rec om mended (c) the ef fec tive im ple -
men ta tion of the Com pre hen sive Programme to Pre vent, Ad dress, Pun ish 
and Elim i nate Vi o lence against Women across the coun try. Tur key re -
quested in for ma tion about the Mi grant Pro tec tion Beta Groups and en -
quired whether the Liv ing Better strat egy of 2008 and Make Your self at
Home programme in clude tar geted mea sures for mi grant and in dig e nous
pop u la tions most af fected by pov erty.

48. Ni ge ria noted that, not with stand ing prog ress on hu man rights,
Mex ico is still faced with ma jor chal lenges in: im ple ment ing jus tice sys -
tem re forms; guar an tee ing the rights to in di vid ual se cu rity; ef fec tively
im ple ment ing in ter na tional hu man rights stan dards at var i ous lev els, in -
clud ing full align ment of state and fed eral law and strength en ing of in sti -
tu tions; and the ef fec tive ap pli ca tion of those stan dards in court rul ings
and sen tences. Ni ge ria en cour aged Mex ico to con tinue its ex ten sive re -
forms and im prove ment of hu man rights pol i cies and in fra struc ture to
ad dress the per sis tence of in sti tu tional short com ings and weak nesses,
tackle or ga nized crime, trans form the jus tice ad min is tra tion sys tem and
de velop an in te grated agenda for hu man rights and pub lic se cu rity and a
de vel op ment agenda to wards pov erty erad i ca tion.

49. New Zea land, wel com ing sig nif i cant trans for ma tions in Mex -
ico’s in sti tu tions, noted that sev eral states con tinue to have dis crim i na -
tory leg is la tion. At lo cal level, there can be lim ited un der stand ing of
legislative re quire ments to take into ac count the par tic u lar needs of in -
dig e nous peo ples. It rec om mended that Mex ico (a) con duct a time-bound 
re view of leg is la tion at state level which dis crim i nates against women,
and (b) com mit to promptly re peal ing such leg is la tion, with pri or ity at -
ten tion paid to fam ily law that re sults in real or de facto dis crim i na tion
against women and girls, and to leg is la tion that pre vents women’s ac cess 
to jus tice, par tic u larly in re spect of the re port ing and pros e cu tion of fam -
ily vi o lence; (c) that the Fed eral Gov ern ment pro vide guid ance to all
states on the adop tion of prac ti cal mea sures to en sure the im ple men ta tion 
of these leg is la tive changes at the lo cal level; (d) that the Fed eral Gov -
ern ment strengthen its ef forts to raise aware ness of in dig e nous rights,
lan guage and cus toms, by pro vid ing guid ance and train ing to mil i tary
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and lo cal of fi cials, in clud ing the po lice, ju di ciary, and mem bers of the le -
gal com mu nity, par tic u larly in ru ral ar eas. Rec og niz ing the chal lenges
the Gov ern ment faces in com bat ing or ga nized crime, it rec om mended (e) 
that Mex ico rec og nize the cen tral ity of hu man rights and the rule of law
in its ap proach to im prov ing pub lic se cu rity; and spe cif i cally put an end
to the “arraigo” sys tem as soon as pos si ble and en sure that the rights of
de tain ees are re spected.

50. Tu ni sia noted Mex ico’s great ef forts to pro mote and safe guard
hu man rights, the es tab lish ment of the Gov ern ment’s Hu man Rights Pol -
icy Com mis sion, the CNDH set up in ac cor dance with the Paris Prin ci -
ples, and the 32 hu man rights in sti tu tions within fed eral en ti ties. Tu ni sia
noted Mex ico’s com mit ment to equal ity of op por tu ni ties and rights to
erad i cate pov erty. It re quested fur ther in for ma tion on the Liv ing Better
programme for strength en ing mech a nisms and ac tions to com bat pov -
erty.

51. Nor way rec om mended (a) that Mex ico es tab lish an ef fec tive and
in clu sive pro cess to fol low-up on UPR rec om men da tions. It ex pressed
con cern about the vul ner a ble sit u a tion of hu man rights de fend ers, and
noted the High Com mis sioner for Hu man Rights’ views that un solved ki- 
llings and abuses of jour nal ists con trib ute to a cli mate that re stricts free
speech. Nor way rec om mended that (b) crimes and vi o la tions against hu -
man rights de fend ers, jour nal ists and law yers be ef fec tively in ves ti gated
and pros e cuted, and that those re spon si ble be pun ished; com plaints of
threats, ha rass ment and in tim i da tion of hu man right de fend ers, jour nal -
ists and law yers must re ceive a prompt re sponse and ad e quate mea sures
for their safety should be taken; (b) Mex ico im prove the ex ist ing pro tec -
tion programme, in clud ing through adopt ing ef fec tive and com pre hen -
sive pre ven tion strat e gies, at cen tral and lo cal lev els, to pre vent at tacks
and pro tect the life and phys i cal in teg rity of hu man rights de fend ers and
jour nal ists, and that such programmes be backed by a strong po lit i cal
com mit ment and pro vided with ad e quate re sources; and (c) NGOs work -
ing on press free dom be in vited to a con struc tive di a logue on how Mex -
ico can stop the vi o lence against jour nal ists and en sure press free dom.

52. China stressed that Mex ico faces dif fi cul ties in its eco nomic and
so cial de vel op ment and noted ef forts to de velop the econ omy and elim i -
nate pov erty and im prove peo ple’s stan dard of liv ing and so cial se cu rity, 
and the prog ress made re gard ing en vi ron men tal pro tec tion and the rights
to ed u ca tion, health and cul ture. China asked how Mex ico has in te grated
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MDGs in its na tional de vel op ment plan or strat egy, and what chal lenges
it has faced in this re gard. While not ing that Mex ico was one of the first
coun tries to adopt spe cial programmes to help peo ple liv ing in ex treme
pov erty, China asked whether the num ber of af fected peo ple was more
than halved in ten years and whether Mex ico has any ex pe ri ence to share 
in this re gard.

53. Fin land wel comed the ab o li tion of death pen alty in 2005 and
Mex ico’s com mit ment to push for ward im por tant re form pro cesses in the 
jus tice sec tor, stress ing the lack of ac cess to jus tice, par tic u larly in states
and for in dig e nous peo ples. Fin land rec om mended (a) that the hu man
rights of in dig e nous peo ples be placed high on the agenda when ad dress -
ing ques tions of im pu nity and that ac cess to jus tice be im proved for in -
dig e nous peo ples, in clud ing by strength en ing pub lic de fence for in dig e -
nous peo ples and pro vid ing better trans la tion ser vices. It asked how the
law on the pro tec tion of women from vi o lence has pro ceeded in states,
and how the Fed eral Gov ern ment has been able to en sure its proper im -
ple men ta tion. It rec om mended that Mex ico (b) bol ster the Spe cial Pros e -
cu tor’s Of fice on Vi o lent Crime against Women and Hu man Traf fick ing
so that it may better in ves ti gate cases, and that cases fall ing within lo cal
ju ris dic tion be in ves ti gated with due dil i gence.

54. Ire land rec om mended that Mex ico (a) as sist and en cour age the
Fed eral state’s au thor i ties to im ple ment the Gen eral Act on Women’s
Ac cess to a Life Free of Vi o lence as a mat ter of ur gency and, where the
Gen eral Act has been in cor po rated in states’ leg is la tion, en sure that ap -
pro pri ate reg u la tions are elab o rated to en sure its ef fec tive im ple men ta -
tion. Ire land ex pressed con cern at the con tin ued use of mil i tary courts to
in ves ti gate and try mil i tary abuses of hu man rights and noted that the
mil i tary has taken on a po lic ing role in many states. It rec om mended (b)
re view ing the Code of Mil i tary Jus tice with a view to ex tend ing the ju ris -
dic tion of civil courts in cases in volv ing vi o la tions of hu man rights by
the mil i tary, in or der to align more closely with in ter na tional hu man
rights ob li ga tions. Con cerned at the high num bers of pris on ers who have
yet to be sen tenced, Ire land rec om mended (c) de vot ing suf fi cient re -
sources to the crim i nal jus tice and prison sys tems in an ef fort to re duce
the sen tenc ing back log. Stress ing that the prac tice of “arraigo” could be
char ac ter ized as a form of ar bi trary de ten tion, it rec om mended (d) that
Mex ico eval u ate its use.
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55. It aly high lighted Mex ico’s ef forts to re form the ju di cial sys tem
to tackle or ga nized crime and put an end to im pu nity. It aly rec om mended 
(a) that the on go ing re forms in the ju di cial sys tem be con ducted in strict
con for mity with in ter na tional hu man rights stan dards and that civil so ci -
ety be ad e quately in volved in this pro cess; (b) that mea sures against cor -
rup tion and po lice abuses be strength ened; and (c) that hu man rights as -
pects be in cluded in all train ing programmes and be ex tended to all
po lice units. It aly en quired about the re sults of the in ves ti ga tions con -
ducted so far in the mur der of women in Ciudad Juárez. It rec om mended
that (d) these crimes be fully clar i fied, that those re spon si ble and their
ac com pli ces, in clud ing civil ser vants who might have not con ducted in -
ves ti ga tions, be brought to jus tice and that ef fec tive mea sures be taken to 
pre vent such crimes in Ciudad Juárez.

56. France en quired about en vis aged mea sures to en sure ac cess to
ed u ca tion to all chil dren and to erad i cate child la bour, and about the state 
of the im ple men ta tion of rec om men da tions of the Spe cial Rap por teur on
the sale of chil dren, child pros ti tu tion and child por nog ra phy in 2008.
Not ing the reg u lar re ports of pres sure on the me dia and threats against
jour nal ists, it rec om mended that Mex ico (a) take mea sures to guar an tee
free dom of dem on stra tion and en sure pro tec tion of dem on stra tors; (b) take 
nec es sary mea sures to com bat prac tices of tor ture and illtreatment by se -
cu rity forces in pris ons, as noted by spe cial rap por teurs, and to com bat
im pu nity in this re gard; and (c) im prove liv ing con di tions in pris ons.

57. Pal es tine wel comed the cre ation of the Gen eral Di rec tor ate of
Hu man Rights in the Min is try of De fence and the mea sures taken to
com pen sate vi o la tions of hu man rights. Pal es tine noted that im ple ment -
ing the jus tice sys tem re form, guar an tee ing the right to se cu rity of the
per son, and ef fec tively im ple ment ing in ter na tional hu man rights stan -
dards at var i ous lev els of so ci ety, re mained chal lenges for Mex ico. Pal -
es tine rec om mended that Mex ico (a) con tinue work ing to wards the
professionalization and the mod ern iza tion of the ju di cial sys tem in all ar -
eas, in clud ing law en force ment and ad min is tra tion of jus tice.

58. The Re pub lic of Ko rea noted the mul ti fac eted chal lenges faced
by the Mex i can peo ple. It rec om mended that Mex ico con sider grant ing
ju ris dic tion to its civil au thor i ties and courts over the acts of mil i tary per -
son nel per form ing law en force ment func tions, add ing that if the mil i tary
in volve ment in com bat ing or ga nized crimes is nec es sary, the ex panded
role of the mil i tary must be coun ter bal anced by mea sures to re in force the 
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pro tec tion of hu man rights. It en cour aged Mex ico to con tinue to stra te gi -
cally main stream gen der per spec tive and mi nor ity rights into all its
anti-pov erty com bat programmes.

59. In dia noted with ap pre ci a tion: the full in cor po ra tion of the rights
enu mer ated in the Mex i can Con sti tu tion into the con sti tu tions of the 32
fed eral en ti ties; the adop tion of the NHRP; the stated high level of com -
pli ance by the Fed eral Gov ern ment with the rec om men da tions of the
CNDH; ef forts made to re duce pov erty; high lev els of achieve ment of
var i ous MDGs; the coun try’s spe cific slum up grad ing and pre ven tion
pol i cies; its ac knowl edge ment of the so cio eco nomic def i cit among in dig -
e nous peo ples; and the high al lo ca tion of re sources to rem edy this situation. 
In dia re quested more in for ma tion about the con cerns ex pressed regard-
ing the re quire ment made some times to women to pres ent non-preg nancy 
cer tif i cates to em ploy ers and the gen eral pub lic per cep tion of a high
level of im pu nity for nearly all types of crimes com mit ted in the coun try, 
as well as about lo cal re pa tri a tion ar range ments for mi grants from neigh -
bour ing coun tries.

60. Ar gen tina en quired about mea sures en vis aged to elim i nate gen -
der vi o lence and dis crim i na tion against women. Cit ing the ob ser va tions
of CESCR, it en quired about amend ments made to la bour law to elim i -
nate re stric tions on trade un ion rights. Ar gen tina noted re ports of dis -
crim i na tion against in dig e nous peo ples, add ing that the 2001 con sti tu -
tional re form only in cluded lim ited pro tec tion of the rights of in dig e nous 
peo ples. It rec om mended that Mex ico adopt ap pro pri ate leg is la tion in
full con for mity with in ter na tional stan dards on the rights of in dig e nous
peo ples.

61. The Holy See ex pressed con cern about the kill ing of women. It
was con cerned that part of the pop u la tion lacks ac cess to ba sic needs
such as food, wa ter, hous ing, san i ta tion and health care, and (a) rec om -
mended that Mex ico con tinue ef forts to erad i cate ex treme pov erty.
Stress ing the rel a tively high rate of ma ter nal deaths, it (b) rec om mended
that the Gov ern ment re dou ble ef forts to re duce the num ber of ma ter nal
deaths, es pe cially among in dig e nous women, by train ing birth at ten dants 
and es tab lish ing more ob stet ric clin ics. Not ing the con cern of the Spe cial 
Rap por teur on the hu man rights of mi grants about re ports of child la -
bour, the sit u a tion of un ac com pa nied mi nors, and vi o lence against mi -
grant women, which seemed to be wide spread, it re quested in for ma tion
on mea sures taken to ad dress this prob lem.
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62. Ban gla desh was pleased to note that hu man rights fea ture prom i -
nently in the on go ing con sti tu tional re form. Ban gla desh rec om mended
that (a) the al le ga tion of sys tem atic and ex ces sive use of force and tor -
ture by law en force ment agen cies be se ri ously dealt with to end the
culture of im pu nity; (b) the pri macy of the civil le gal sys tem pre vail over 
mil i tary ju di cial pro cess across the en tire ter ri tory; (c) in ci dences of
domestic vi o lence and femicide be tack led through a multi-pronged
approach, in clud ing ef fec tive le gal mea sures and so cial aware ness
programmes; (d) the prev a lence of cor po ral pun ish ment on chil dren be
curbed in keep ing with Mex ico’s in ter na tional ad vo cacy against such of -
fences; (e) mea sures be un der taken to re dress marginalization of in dig e -
nous and mi grant pop u la tions in line with the prom i nent role of Mex ico
on the in ter na tional scene, and (f) the safety and se cu rity of jour nal ists
and me dia per son nel in dis charg ing their pro fes sional re spon si bil i ties be
guar an teed.

63. Re spond ing to ques tions, the del e ga tion ex plained that, pur su ant
to the Con sti tu tion, hu man rights vi o la tions are in ves ti gated through ju -
ris dic tional and non-ju ris dic tional means. The lat ter in clude na tional and
in ter na tional hu man rights or gans, which gather all re li able in for ma tion
to de ter mine if a hu man rights vi o la tion was com mit ted by mil i tary per -
son nel. The jus tice sys tem in cludes the Mil i tary Pros e cu tor-Gen eral and
courts, which de ter mine whether con duct con sti tutes an of fence and ap -
ply the cor re spond ing sanc tions and rep a ra tions. In ad di tion, the Army’s
In spec tor-and Con trol ler-Gen eral car ries out ad min is tra tive pro ce dures
to de ter mine if any in frac tions were com mit ted within the scope of its
man date. In the past two years there have been 27 in stances of pro ceed -
ings against a to tal of 40 mem bers of the mil i tary on charges re lated to
hu man rights abuses. The armed forces main tain close co op er a tion with
na tional and in ter na tional hu man rights mech a nisms and NGOs.

64. The del e ga tion stressed that mil i tary ju ris dic tion ex ists in most
coun tries, and that the Con sti tu tion es tab lishes mil i tary courts for of -
fences against mil i tary dis ci pline, lim it ing their scope to the mil i tary.

65. The 2008 con sti tu tional re forms pro vided for a new po lice model 
that reg u lates and cer ti fies po lice per son nel, es tab lishes co or di na tion
mech a nisms be tween the three lev els of gov ern ment, en ables cor rup tion
to be com bated through strict con trols, the es tab lish ment of crim i nal da -
ta bases, and the par tic i pa tion of so ci ety in the pre ven tion of crime
through cit i zen ob ser va to ries. The Min is try of Pub lic Se cu rity es tab -
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lished an agree ment with ICRC to de velop pro to cols on the le git i mate
use of force based on prin ci ples of pro por tion al ity, ne ces sity and ra tio -
nal ity. The Na tional Programme for the Pro mo tion of Hu man Rights
among Po lice and Prison Offficials at the three lev els of gov ern ment had
reached 30 per cent of po lice per son nel na tion wide, hav ing been adopted
based on the Code of Con duct for Law En force ment Of fi cials and the
United Na tions Ba sic Prin ci ples on the Use of Force and Fire arms by
Law En force ment Of fi cials. A na tional sup port net work for crime vic -
tims, cre ated in 2008, pro vides ser vices in clud ing le gal ad vice, med i cal
and psy cho log i cal care and rep a ra tion, and keeps mi nors’ iden tity se cret,
even in cases in volv ing the grav est crimes.

66. Den mark noted the im prove ment of the gen eral hu man rights sit -
u a tion de spite chal lenges. It noted with con cern cred i ble re ports of
ongo ing tor ture and ill-treat ment by po lice of fi cers and of con tin u ing im -
pu nity, and that se vere dis crep an cies still seem to oc cur in le gal pro ceed -
ings in volv ing in dig e nous peo ple. The safety of jour nal ists also re mains
a con cern. Den mark rec om mended (a) that Mex ico step up ef forts to halt
tor ture and ill-treat ment, erad i cate im pu nity for such acts and en sure that
al leged per pe tra tors are brought to jus tice; (b) that in dig e nous peo ples
and other marginalized com mu ni ties af fected by planed eco nomic or de -
vel op ment pro jects are ad e quately and fairly con sulted; and (c) that Mex -
ico step up ef forts to en sure the safety of jour nal ists and that in ves ti ga -
tion of at tacks on voices for free dom of ex pres sion be come a fed eral
is sue.

67. Swit zer land wel comed the in cor po ra tion of in ter na tional hu man
rights stan dards in the Con sti tu tion, the NDP and the NHRP, but noted that
this has not yet achieved all the ex pected re sults. It rec om mended (a)
that fed eral au thor i ties en sure the con crete im ple men ta tion of in ter na -
tional hu man rights stan dards at all State lev els. Stat ing that the prac tice
of “arraigo” seems to amount to ar bi trary de ten tion, it rec om mended that 
Mex ico (b) abol ish this prac tice. Aware of the chal lenges in com bat ing
or ga nized crime and drug traf fick ing, Swit zer land con sid ered that the
cur rent strat egy of us ing armed forces might lead to abuses and rec om -
mended that Mex ico (c) en sure proper train ing on hu man rights to mem -
bers of its armed forces, the po lice, and prison staff and court staff.

68. Jor dan com mended the con sol i da tion of the reg u la tory and in sti -
tu tional frame works to en hance the pro mo tion and pro tec tion of hu man
rights. These ef forts in clude the full in cor po ra tion of these rights into the 
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con sti tu tions of Mex ico’s 32 fed eral en ti ties. Jor dan noted with ap pre ci a -
tion the es tab lish ment of the NDP. It re quested fur ther in for ma tion on
the 2008 Al li ance for Qual ity in Ed u ca tion programme.

69. Hon du ras noted with sat is fac tion ef forts to im prove the sit u a tion
of mi grants. Hon du ras noted Mex ico’s fight against or ga nized crime and
rec om mended (a) that the Gov ern ment’s pol i cies and strat e gies be
strength ened and shared with coun tries of the re gion to com bat this
crime at the re gional level and (b) that re gional work shops be con tin ued
to share ex pe ri ence for the trans fer of knowl edge in sys tems of pub lic se -
cu rity and crim i nal jus tice. Hon du ras rec om mended (c) that the sys tem
of pri mary health care con tin ues to be ex tended and strength ened and
that Mex ico con tinue to im prove the qual ity of such ser vices with par tic -
u lar at ten tion to in dig e nous peo ples. Hon du ras noted with sat is fac tion
that a food programme is in cluded within pov erty-re duc tion strat e gies
and rec om mended (d) that mea sures be taken to re duce the prob lem of
ex treme pov erty af fect ing the pop u la tion, in par tic u lar in dig e nous peo -
ples’ rights. It rec om mended that Mex ico (e) dis sem i nate the re port pre -
sented by the Mex i can Gov ern ment, as well as the ob ser va tions and fi nal 
recommendations re sult ing from the UPR, at the na tional level.

70. Ja pan con grat u lated Mex ico for pledg ing to im ple ment rec om -
men da tions re sult ing from the UPR. Ja pan rec om mended that Mex ico
fur ther strengthen and pro mote ef forts to pro hibit tor ture and im pu nity.
Ja pan ap plauded prog ress made in pro mot ing the rights and pro tect ing
the lan guages and cul tures of in dig e nous peo ples. It noted that im bal -
ances in em ploy ment, ed u ca tion, liv ing stan dards, and ac cess to jus tice
re main be tween in dig e nous and non-in dig e nous peo ple and rec om -
mended more con crete mea sures be taken to elim i nate em ploy ment and
wage gaps, to in crease school en rol ment rates of in dig e nous chil dren,
and to re view the jus tice sys tem. It also rec om mended that the Com pre -
hen sive Programme to Pre vent, Ad dress, Pun ish and Elim i nate Vi o lence
against Women de vel oped un der the Gen eral Act on Women’s Ac cess to 
a Life Free from Vi o lence be im ple mented as soon as pos si ble.

71. Gua te mala en quired about strat e gies used to con sol i date the re -
form pro cess re lat ing to hu man rights, and about programmes put in
place for the re in ser tion of mi grants re turn ing to the coun try. It rec om -
mended that Mex ico (a) har mo nize its in ter nal le gal frame work at all lev -
els of gov ern ment, to wards the ef fec tive ju di cial im ple men ta tion of all
in ter na tional hu man rights norms; (b) give pri or ity to the rec om men da -
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tions made by the Spe cial Rap por teur on the hu man rights of mi grants;
(c) en sure that mi grants have ac cess to an ef fec tive rem edy be fore a com -
pe tent au thor ity for the pro tec tion of their rights, and pros e cute and pun -
ish civil ser vants re spon si ble for acts of ill-treat ment and of fences
against mi grants; (d) con tinue en hanc ing the work ing con di tions of tem -
po rary ag ri cul tural la bour ers and strengthen the work of la bour in spec -
tion au thor i ties; and (e) con tinue ad dress ing the rec om men da tions made
by the Spe cial Rap por teur on the sit u a tion of hu man rights and fun da -
men tal free doms of in dig e nous peo ple.

72. The Phil ip pines sup ported the pri or ity given to fam i lies in ex -
treme pov erty and viewed the es tab lish ment of spe cial hu man rights
units in fed eral min is tries as a best prac tice. It rec om mended that Mex ico 
(a) strengthen mea sures to pro tect and pro vide as sis tance to vic tims of
hu man traf fick ing, with spe cial em pha sis on chil dren vic tims; (b) pay
spe cial at ten tion to the sit u a tion of in dig e nous peo ple in its pov erty-erad -
i ca tion programmes; and (c) seek to im prove the en rol ment rate of girls
in pri mary and sec ond ary schools. It asked how Mex ico en gages mi grant 
and di as pora com mu ni ties abroad into con trib ut ing to na tional de velop-
ment ef forts and programmes.

73. Co lom bia un der stood the dif fi cul ties faced by Mex ico in com bat -
ing im pu nity, cor rup tion, kid nap ping, drug traf fick ing and all forms of
vi o lence. Co lom bia com mended in par tic u lar ef forts to elu ci date 275
cases of en forced dis ap pear ances noted by CNDH and urged con tin u ing
in ves ti ga tions and tri als to pro vide jus tice and rep a ra tion for vic tims. Co -
lom bia rec om mended that Mex ico con tinue pro mot ing the bill on en -
forced dis ap pear ances. Wel com ing the com mit ment to clar ify the mur der 
and dis ap pear ance of women in Ciudad Juárez, Co lum bia en quired about 
prog ress made by CNDH to pre vent and erad i cate vi o lence against
women in the town.

74. The Rus sian Fed er a tion con sid ered that Mex ico had made con -
sid er able changes to its in sti tu tions. It rec om mended (a) that Mex ico
man date ci vil ian courts with the ju ris dic tion to pros e cute cases of hu man
rights vi o la tions com mit ted by mem bers of armed forces when they carry 
out law en force ment func tions. Ac cord ing to NGOs, some mass me dia
sources are con cen trated in the hands of a few in flu en tial fam i lies, and
ac cord ing to the Su preme Court it self amend ments in tro duced by the
Gov ern ment in the law on ra dio and tele vi sion and the law on tele com -
mu ni ca tions run con trary to free dom of ex pres sion and opin ion. The
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Rus sian Fed er a tion rec om mended (b) that le gal re forms be un der taken to 
en sure de moc ra ti za tion of the me dia in the coun try.

75. Peru ac knowl edged the NHRP, as well as programmes to re duce
pov erty. It rec om mended that Mex ico (a) re view the rel e vant le gal pro vi -
sions to en sure that all of fences com mit ted against hu man rights by mil i -
tary forces may also be sub mit ted to civil courts; (b) pro vide greater
guar an tees and se cu rity to jour nal ists and mass me dia pro fes sion als, in
par tic u lar those that in ves ti gate and re port cases of drug traf fick ing and
cor rup tion; and (c) carry out a prompt im ple men ta tion of the ju di cial re -
form, in or der to en sure that com plaints in cases of tor ture, ar bi trary
detentions and forced dis ap pear ances are exhaustively in ves ti gated.

76. The Syr ian Arab Re pub lic ap pre ci ated Mex ico’s clear com mit -
ment to pro tect hu man rights de spite chal lenges, es pe cially in the field of 
pov erty al le vi a tion, ed u ca tion for all and the in equal i ties faced by in dig e -
nous peo ples. The Syr ian Arab Re pub lic rec om mended that Mex ico pur -
sue its plans to ad dress pros ti tu tion, por nog ra phy and traf fick ing of chil -
dren and ad o les cents for the pur pose of sex ual ex ploi ta tion.

77. Uru guay noted that Mex ico is close to meet ing the MDGs. It was 
pleased to see that pub lic se cu rity and ju di cial au thor i ties have taken ac -
tion against mur der of women in Ciudad Juárez. Uru guay rec om mended
that Mex ico (a) con tinue ef forts to har mo nize fed eral and state leg is la -
tion to en sure the full ap pli ca tion of in ter na tional hu man rights norms;
for ex am ple, ex tend to other federative en ti ties, the cat e go ri za tion of the
crime of “forced dis ap pear ance” and the full com pen sa tion mech a nism
for vic tims and mem bers of their fam i lies. It also rec om mended that (b)
mil i tary courts be abol ished. Uru guay be lieved that it is not right that
spe cial units of the armed forces be tasked with po lice and pub lic se cu -
rity, even when this is done to com bat or ga nized crime.

78. Saudi Ara bia noted that Mex ico’s Con sti tu tion re fers to fun da -
men tal rights and that a num ber of gov ern men tal and non-gov ern men tal
bod ies mon i tor the im ple men ta tion of hu man rights. Saudi Ara bia en -
quired about programmes im ple mented to give ef fect to the right to
health and about the role played by the pub lic se cu rity frame work. Saudi
Ara bia rec om mended that Mex ico (a) con tinue ef forts to im ple ment the
right to ed u ca tion and health and strengthen the na tional programme for
those rights.

79. Pan ama wel comed the cre ation of a na tional mech a nism to pre -
vent tor ture and the es tab lish ment of an agree ment for the es tab lish ment
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of OHCHR-Mex ico. It noted the ap proval in Con gress of a law to pre -
vent and pun ish hu man traf fick ing It rec om mended that Mex ico (a) in -
crease di a logue and con sul ta tions with civil-so ci ety or ga ni za tions in the
de sign of fol low-up mea sures and im ple men ta tion of the UPR to wards
strength en ing the im pact of the hu man rights pol i cies, as set out in Hu -
man Rights Coun cil res o lu tion 5/1 ; (b) per se vere in ef forts to build a
truly in clu sive de moc racy by fully rec og niz ing the rights of in dig e nous
peo ples; (c) main tain its pri or ity to end im pu nity for per pe tra tors of all
forms of acts of vi o lence against women, what ever their so cial con di tion, 
and give more in for ma tion on prog ress to pre vent such vi o la tions.

80. Ma lay sia com mended Mex ico for the in cor po ra tion of a gen der
per spec tive in the NDP and the es tab lish ment of a di a logue pro cess in -
volv ing the na tional Hu man Rights Pol icy Com mis sion and civil so ci ety. 
Mex ico’s close co op er a tion with OHCHR and the host ing of the ICRC
re gional of fice were noted. Ma lay sia com mended ef forts to com bat or ga -
nized crime and re quested fur ther in for ma tion on the re forms to the pub -
lic se cu rity and crim i nal jus tice sys tem, in par tic u lar the es tab lish ment of 
the ac cu sa tory crim i nal trial sys tem and the prac tice of amparo. Ma lay sia 
rec om mended that Mex ico (a) con tinue ef forts aimed at pro vid ing ad e -
quate fi nanc ing for hous ing to the poor est seg ments of the pop u la tion;
and (b) fully im ple ment the Ru ral Food Sup port and Sup ply programme,
the So cial Milk Programme, the Liv ing Better Food Sup ple ment pro-
gramme and the Com pre hen sive Food Aid Strat egy, with a view to meet -
ing the food re quire ments of the must vul ner a ble sec tions of so ci ety.

81. Ec ua dor re quested fur ther in for ma tion on the sit u a tion of mi grant 
work ers, in par tic u lar un doc u mented mi grants, tak ing into con sid er ation
the con cerns of the Spe cial Rap por teur on the hu man rights of mi grants
and of the Com mit tee on the Pro tec tion of the Rights of All Mi grant
Work ers and Mem bers of Their Fam i lies. It noted that the High Com mis -
sioner for Hu man Rights pos i tively as sessed Mex ico’s in ter na tional ef -
forts in sup port of the rights of mi grant work ers.

82. Re spond ing to ques tions, Mex ico said that do mes tic vi o lence is a 
ground for di vorce in all states’ civil codes and is an of fence in 29 states. 
Mex ico will con tinue har mo niz ing leg is la tion through out the coun-
try. Mex ico’s com mit ment to com bat gen der vi o lence is also re flected in
its sup port for the es tab lish ment of re gional mech a nisms for the pro tec -
tion of women. Fol low ing rec om men da tions from CEDAW, Mex ico pro -
mul gated the Gen eral Act on Equal ity be tween Women and Men. The
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Gov ern ment’s pol icy on gen der equal ity is co or di nated by the Na tional
In sti tute for Women (Inmujeres).

83. Re gard ing mur ders of women in Ciudad Juárez, Mex ico stressed
that the Pros e cu tor’s Of fice of the state of Chi hua hua is con duct ing in -
ves ti ga tions with highly trained staff. Two crime lab o ra to ries have been
set up in Ciudad Juárez and one in the city of Chi hua hua to fa cil i tate
iden ti fi ca tion of the vic tims through ge netic meth ods. Of the cases, 45
per cent have been re solved, 16 per cent are pend ing and 33 per cent re -
main un der in ves ti ga tion.

84. Mex ico’s pol icy on the rights of the child is based on the in ter re -
lat ed ness of all hu man rights and aims at en sur ing du ra ble so lu tions. This 
ap proach in volves a high de gree of co op er a tion be tween the dif fer ent
branches of the Gov ern ment, co op er a tion that is re flected in the pol i cies
con cern ing mi grant chil dren.

85. The del e ga tion ex pressed its deep con cern with re gard to child
la bour, men tion ing that 3.6 mil lion chil dren aged be tween 5 and 15 are
work ing in var i ous sec tors in Mex ico. It stressed that the Gov ern ment’s
pol i cies and programmes have bene fited more than 300,000 chil dren and 
have helped to re duce cases of child la bour by 17 per cent.

86. The in dig e nous pop u la tion has the same rights as all other mem -
bers of the na tion. Ac cord ing to the Mex i can Con sti tu tion, in dig e nous
peo ples also en joy spe cific rights based on their cul tural dif fer ences.

87. The Na tional Programme for the De vel op ment of In dig e nous
Peo ples con tains spe cific goals re flect ing the Gov ern ment’s aims in over-
com ing the so cial, en vi ron men tal and de vel op ment dif fi cul ties of in dig e -
nous peo ples.

88. The del e ga tion re called that, fol low ing the con sti tu tional re form
in 2001, the col lec tive rights of in dig e nous peo ples were rec og nized, par -
tic u larly the rights to self-de ter mi na tion, au ton omy as well as ac cess to
jus tice.

89. Bi lin gual ed u ca tion has been pro vided to in dig e nous chil dren
since the 1970’s. The del e ga tion also noted that the United Na tions Dec -
la ra tion on the Rights of In dig e nous Peo ples has been trans lated into 20
lan guages.

90. In con clu sion, the del e ga tion stated that Mex ico has passed from
hav ing 64 mil lion in hab it ants, or 64 per cent of the pop u la tion be low the
pov erty line in 1996, to 43 per cent now a days. Ex treme pov erty was re -
duced from 37 mil lion to 14 mil lion dur ing the same pe riod. Mex ico’s
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com mit ment to so cial pol icy was re flected both in terms of the re sources
de voted to this, as well as the strat egy im ple mented. The fed eral bud get
ded i cated to so cial pol icy in 2000 was 8.3 per cent of GDP and 40 per
cent of pub lic ex pen di ture. For 2008, al lo ca tions in creased to 9.7 per cent
of GDP, rep re sent ing 44 per cent of pub lic ex pen di ture. The “Liv ing
Better” so cial pol icy, ori ented to wards those who need it most, has three
com po nents, namely, de vel op ment of ba sic ca pac i ties, ac tions to in crease 
nu tri tion and in fra struc ture pro jects. The Pop u lar In sur ance scheme guar -
an tees health and med i cines to per sons not cov ered by tra di tional so -
cial-se cu rity in sti tu tions. Mex ico seeks uni ver sal cov er age, and the es -
tab lish ment of med i cal in sur ance for all chil dren, by 2010.

91. The Mex i can Gov ern ment is en gaged in a con stant strug gle to
raise eco nomic, so cial, cul tural and ed u ca tional stan dards, as well as
over com ing pov erty and vi o lence. Mex ico ac knowl edged the nu mer ous
chal lenges the coun try faces and in di cated that there is a gen er al ized will 
of all of those in gov ern ment to ad vance in the pro mo tion and pro tec tion of
hu man rights.

92. The Gov ern ment is open to crit i cism and is will ing to learn from
it. The del e ga tion thanked the Work ing Group for its rec om men da tions
and ex pressed its to tal com mit ment to find ing the best means of mak ing
prog ress re gard ing them. Mex ico is pre pared to re spond to the in ter na -
tional com mu nity in all mat ters fall ing within its re spon si bil ity.

II. CONCLUSIONS AND/OR RECOMMENDATIONS

93. The rec om men da tions listed be low have been ex am ined by Mex -
ico and en joy the sup port of Mex ico.

1. Con tinue to pro mote the rat i fi ca tion of the In ter na tional Con ven -
tion on the Rights of Mi grant Work ers and Mem ber of Their Fam i lies
(Mo rocco).

2. Con sider pro gres sively with draw ing its res er va tions to in ter na -
tional hu man rights in stru ments (Brazil).

3. Pur sue with re forms ini ti ated to en sure the full en joy ment of hu -
man rights and fun da men tal free doms to its cit i zens, in par tic u lar the har -
mo ni za tion of do mes tic leg is la tion with its in ter na tional com mit ments
(Mo rocco).
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4. Com plete its in sti tu tional ef forts en sur ing that in ter na tional hu man 
rights norms adopted by Mex ico have con sti tu tional sta tus and are ap -
plied as su preme law in courts pro ceed ings (Spain).

5. Ef fec tively in cor po rate the pro vi sions of the in ter na tional hu man
rights in stru ments into na tional leg is la tion (Azerbaijan).

6. Har mo nize fed eral and state laws with in ter na tional hu man rights
in stru ments (Bolivia, Gua te mala, Spain, Tur key, Uru guay), in or der to
en sure their ef fec tive im ple men ta tion (Tur key), and equal pro tec tion and
guar an tees (Spain), at fed eral and state lev els (Spain, Tur key).

7. En sure con crete im ple men ta tion of in ter na tional hu man rights
stan dards at all lev els (Can ada, Swit zer land), through the adop tion of
pol i cies, laws and other mea sures at the fed eral and state lev els and
through reg u lar con sul ta tions with key stake holders, in clud ing states,
civil so ci ety or ga ni za tions and oth ers (Can ada).

8. Har mo nize na tional and re gional leg is la tion in or der to avoid dis -
crim i na tory prac tices against women and in dig e nous peo ples (Brazil)
and elim i nate all dis crim i na tory el e ments still pres ent in some state laws
(Chile).

9. Fur ther strengthen the mech a nisms for the ef fec tive im ple men ta -
tion of the Na tional Hu man Rights Programme at all lev els of gov ern -
ment (Aus tria), in par tic u lar strengthen the pub lic ity, im ple men ta tion and 
mon i tor ing of the Programme and step-up di a logue with civil so ci ety in
this re gard (Ger many).

10. Do ev ery thing within its reach to min i mize in come in equal i ties
be tween dif fer ent so cial classes and geo graph ical re gions (Cuba).

11. Take fur ther steps to ad dress dis crim i na tion against, pro tect and
pro vide as sis tance to women and vul ner a ble groups in clud ing chil dren,
mi nor i ties and in dig e nous peo ples (United King dom).

12. Ad dress dis crim i na tion and vi o lence against women through ed -
u ca tion and spe cific leg is la tion both in the pub lic and pri vate sec tors;
and de velop af fir ma tive programmes to up lift the liv ing stan dards of
women and en sure their pres ence in de ci sion-mak ing po si tions (Pa ki -
stan).

13. Con duct a time-bound re view of leg is la tion at state level which
dis crim i nates against women; com mit to promptly re peal ing such leg is la -
tion, with pri or ity at ten tion paid to fam ily law that re sults in real or de
facto dis crim i na tion against women and girls, and to leg is la tion that pre -
vents women’s ac cess to jus tice, par tic u larly in re spect of the re port ing
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and pros e cu tion of fam ily vi o lence; and from the fed eral level, pro vide
guid ance to all states on the adop tion of prac ti cal mea sures to en sure the
im ple men ta tion of these leg is la tive changes at the lo cal level (New Zea -
land).

14. Ef fec tively im ple ment across the coun try (Tur key) and as soon
as pos si ble (Ja pan) the Com pre hen sive Pro gram to Pre vent, Ad dress,
Pun ish and Elim i nate Vi o lence against Women (Ja pan, Tur key).

15. Bring state laws and fed eral leg is la tion in line with the frame -
work es tab lished by the Gen eral Law for Women’s Ac cess to a Life Free of 
Vi o lence (Neth er lands); un der take the Law’s im ple men ta tion by all rel e -
vant au thor i ties, at the fed eral, state and mu nic i pal lev els, in clud ing in
the pre ven tion and erad i ca tion of vi o lence against women, as well as
care for vic tims (Chile); and as sist and en cour age the Fed eral state’s au -
thor i ties to im ple ment it as a mat ter of ur gency, and where it has been in -
cor po rated in states’ leg is la tion, en sure that ap pro pri ate reg u la tions are
elab o rated to en sure its ef fec tive im ple men ta tion (Ire land).

16. Con tinue ef forts to erad i cate and ad dress cases of vi o lence against
women (In do ne sia, Swe den), do mes tic vi o lence (Al ge ria) and child
abuse (Al ge ria, In do ne sia).

17. Take ef fec tive mea sures to com bat vi o lence and dis crim i na tion
against women, in clud ing cases of mur der and dis ap pear ances (Azerbai-
jan).

18. Main tain its pri or ity to end im pu nity for per pe tra tors of all forms 
of acts of vi o lence against women, what ever their so cial con di tion; give
more in for ma tion on prog ress to pre vent such vi o la tions (Pan ama); and
bol ster the Of fice of the Fed eral Spe cial Pros e cu tor on vi o lence against
women so that it may better in ves ti gate cases, and that cases fall ing
within lo cal ju ris dic tion be in ves ti gated with due dil i gence (Fin land).

19. En sure ef fec tive in ves ti ga tion and pun ish ment of the crimes of
mur der of women, and adopt ad di tional mea sures to com bat this phe -
nom e non and raise aware ness about such threat (Ukraine).

20. En sure that mur der of women in Ciudad Juarez are fully clar i -
fied, that those re spon si ble and their ac com pli ces, in clud ing civil ser -
vants who might have not con ducted in ves ti ga tions, are brought to jus -
tice and that ef fec tive mea sures are taken to pre vent such crimes in
Ciudad Juarez (It aly).
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21. Tackle in ci dences of do mes tic vi o lence and femicide through a
multi-pronged ap proach, in clud ing ef fec tive le gal mea sures and so cial
aware ness programmes (Ban gla desh).

22. Pro vide ad e quate fund ing for in ves ti ga tions of vi o lence against
women, vic tim sup port programmes for af fected women, and spe cial train -
ing for the po lice to sen si tize them to the prob lem of vi o lence against
women (Aus tria).

23. Set up struc tural mea sures to ad dress sys tem at i cally vi o lence and 
vi o la tion of fun da men tal rights, of which women and hu man rights de -
fend ers are vic tims (Bel gium).

24. Con tinue pro mot ing the bill on en forced dis ap pear ances (Co lom -
bia).

25. Ex tend to other federative en ti ties, the cat e go ri za tion of the crime
of “forced dis ap pear ance” and the full com pen sa tion mech a nism for vic -
tims and mem bers of their fam i lies (Uru guay).

26. Take all nec es sary mea sures to en sure the ef fec tive ap pli ca tion of 
the Fed eral Act to pre vent and pun ish Tor ture (Al ge ria, Por tu gal).

27. Take the nec es sary mea sures to pre vent/pro hibit the use of tor -
ture/ill-treat ment (Ja pan, Uzbekistan); in par tic u lar by se cu rity forces in
pris ons, as noted by a num ber of spe cial rap por teurs (France).

28. En sure the timely, ef fec tive, and im par tial in ves ti ga tions of all
al le ga tions con cern ing tor ture (Uzbekistan) and com bat im pu nity in this
re gard (France, Ja pan).

29. Im prove liv ing con di tions in pris ons (France), and con tinue to
de velop mea sures to im prove the sit u a tion in pris ons and the train ing of
prison of fi cials (Por tu gal).

30. Curb prev a lence of cor po ral pun ish ment on chil dren, in keep ing
with Mex ico’s in ter na tional ad vo cacy against such of fences (Ban gla -
desh), and take mea sures to en sure that chil dren are fully pro tected from
cor po ral pun ish ment and other forms of vi o lence or ex ploi ta tion (Sweden).

31. Ad dress the prob lems of street chil dren by pro vid ing them state
pro tec tion and vo ca tional train ing (Pa ki stan).

32. Take mea sures to in clude the crime of traf fick ing in per sons in
all parts of the fed er a tion and strengthen the re source ba sis for the pro -
tec tion of vic tims (Belarus), and strengthen mea sures to pro tect and
provide as sis tance to vic tims, with spe cial em pha sis on chil dren vic tims
(Phil ip pines).
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33. Con tinue ef forts to erad i cate sex ual ex ploi ta tion of chil dren (Be-
larus); and to ad dress pros ti tu tion, por nog ra phy and traf fick ing of chil -
dren and ad o les cents for the pur pose of sex ual ex ploi ta tion (Syr ian Arab
Re pub lic).

34. Pro mote the im ple men ta tion of the po lice and the ju di ciary re -
forms (Can ada).

35. Con tinue the Pub lic Se cu rity and the Crim i nal Jus tice Sys tem re -
forms (Tur key) and en sure that it is be ing im ple mented quickly to en sure 
that hu man rights vi o la tions by the se cu rity forces are sys tem at i cally in -
ves ti gated, per pe tra tors are brought to jus tice and vic tims are com pen -
sated (Aus tria).

36. Re view the Code of Mil i tary Jus tice in or der to align it more
closely with in ter na tional hu man rights ob li ga tions (Ire land).

37. Rec og nize the cen tral ity of hu man rights and the rule of law in
its ap proach to im prov ing pub lic se cu rity (New Zea land).

38. En sure that the rights of de tain ees are re spected (New Zea land).
39. Eval u ate the use of “arraigo” (Ire land).
40. Carry out a prompt im ple men ta tion of the ju di cial re form to en -

sure that com plaints in cases of tor ture, ar bi trary de ten tion and forced
dis ap pear ances are exhaustively in ves ti gated (Peru), in strict con for mity
with in ter na tional hu man rights stan dards and ad e quately in volve civil
so ci ety in this pro cess (It aly).

41. Con tinue work ing to wards the professionalization and the mod -
ern iza tion of the ju di cial sys tem in all ar eas, in clud ing law en force ment
and ad min is tra tion of jus tice (Pal es tine).

42. Al lo cate suf fi cient fi nan cial and hu man re sources for the im ple -
men ta tion of the new sys tem of pub lic se cu rity and crim i nal jus tice, in -
clud ing ad e quate dis sem i na tion of in for ma tion for us ers as well as the
respective train ing of judges and law yers (Chile); de vote suf fi cient re -
sources to the crim i nal jus tice and prison sys tems in an ef fort to re duce
the sen tenc ing back log (Ire land).

43. Fully in ves ti gate all al le ga tions of hu man rights vi o la tions com -
mit ted by el e ments of the mil i tary and se cu rity forces, in clud ing the
adop tion of rec om men da tions made by Mex ico Na tional Hu man Rights
Com mis sion (Can ada).

44. Fully in ves ti gate abuses and hu man rights vi o la tions by law en -
force ment of fi cials in pris ons and en sure that per pe tra tors are duly pun -
ished (Por tu gal); in ves ti gate all al le ga tions of hu man rights vi o la tions
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par tic u larly in re la tion to per sons who were de tained dur ing po lice op er -
a tions and en sure that per pe tra tors are prop erly brought to jus tice and
pun ished (Uzbekistan).

45. Com bat im pu nity as one of the Gov ern ment’s pri or i ties (Bel -
gium), and make a con certed ef fort to tackle it na tion wide (United King -
dom).

46. In ves ti gate and pre vent im pu nity in cases of hu man rights vi o la -
tions com mit ted by law en force ment of fi cials, through out the na tional
ter ri tory (Cuba); se ri ously deal with the al le ga tion of sys tem atic and ex -
ces sive use of force and tor ture by law en forc ing agen cies, to end the
cul ture of im pu nity (Ban gla desh); In ves ti gate the al leged cases of tor ture 
and other hu man rights abuses com mit ted by po lice, mil i tary and se cu -
rity per son nel and put an end to the cli mate of im pu nity (Azerbaijan);
step up ef forts to halt tor ture and ill-treat ment, erad i cate im pu nity for
such acts and en sure that al leged per pe tra tors are brought to jus tice
(Den mark).

47. Take firm ac tion to elim i nate cor rup tion and im pu nity in the ju -
di cial, se cu rity and ex ec u tive branches (Pa ki stan); re dou ble ef forts in
com bat ing cor rup tion at all lev els (Cuba); strengthen mea sures against
cor rup tion and po lice ex cesses (It aly); and con tinue to de velop and en -
sure an ef fec tive pol icy in com bat ing or ga nized crime and cor rup tion
(Belarus).

48. Adopt nec es sary mea sures to erad i cate im pu nity for hu man rights 
vi o la tions, par tic u larly against women and in dig e nous pop u la tion (Boli-
via) and jour nal ists (Swe den).

49. Place high on the agenda the hu man rights of in dig e nous peo ples 
when ad dress ing ques tions of im pu nity; and im prove ac cess to jus tice for 
in dig e nous peo ples, in clud ing by strength en ing pub lic de fense for in dig -
e nous peo ples and pro vid ing better trans la tion ser vices (Fin land).

50. Fight against or ga nized crime through ef fec tive pol i cies (Tur -
key); and strengthen and share with coun tries of the re gion the Gov ern -
ment’s pol i cies and strat e gies to com bat or ga nized crime at the re gional
level, and con tinue re gional work shops to share ex pe ri ence for the trans -
fer of knowl edge in sys tems of pub lic se cu rity and crim i nal jus tice (Hon -
du ras).

51. In clude hu man rights as pects in all train ing programmes and ex -
tend them to all po lice units (It aly); En sure proper train ing on hu man
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rights to mem bers of armed forces, the po lice, and prison staff and court
staff (Swit zer land).

52. Pub licly re cog nise the im por tant role of hu man rights de fend ers
and NGOs in the pro tec tion of hu man rights in Mex ico (United King -
dom).

53. In vite NGOs work ing on press free dom to a con struc tive di a -
logue on how Mex ico can stop the vi o lence against jour nal ists and en -
sure press free dom (Nor way).

54. Strengthen the rights of jour nal ists and free me dia; the state as
well as the mu nic i pal gov ern ments should ful fill their re spon si bil ity to
pro tect a free me dia (Ger many).

55. Un der take le gal re forms to en sure open ness and trans par ency of
the me dia in the coun try (Rus sian Fed er a tion); re view leg is la tion gov ern -
ing ra dio, tele vi sion and com mu ni ca tion and fol low-up on the Su preme
Court’s rul ing for a new le gal frame work per mit ting di ver sity in the me -
dia (Neth er lands).

56. Put into place more ef fec tive mea sures to tackle vi o lence against
jour nal ists and me dia per son nel (United King dom); pro vide greater guar -
an tees to them (Peru); guar an tee their safety and se cu rity (Ban gla desh,
Den mark, Peru), when they are dis charg ing their pro fes sional du ties
(Ban gla desh), in par tic u lar those that in ves ti gate and re port cases of drug 
traf fick ing and cor rup tion (Peru).

57. Cre ate the proper le gal frame work that gives the Spe cial Pros e -
cu tor for Crimes Against Jour nal ists suf fi cient ju ris dic tion to in ves ti gate
and in dict per pe tra tors with greater in de pend ence (Neth er lands).

58. In ves ti gate cases of at tacks / vi o lence and threats against jour nal -
ists and hu man rights de fend ers (Azerbaijan, Ger many), in or der to bring 
the per pe tra tors to jus tice (Ger many); and step up ef forts to en sure that
in ves ti ga tion of at tacks on voices for free dom of ex pres sion be come a
fed eral is sue (Den mark).

59. En sure that crimes and vi o la tions against hu man rights de fend -
ers, jour nal ists and law yers are ef fec tively in ves ti gated and pros e cuted;
that those re spon si ble are pun ished; that com plaints of threats, ha rass -
ment and in tim i da tion of hu man right de fend ers, jour nal ists and law yers
re ceive a prompt re sponse and that ad e quate mea sures for their safety are 
taken (Nor way).

60. In crease the ef fec tive ness of the “pre cau tion ary mea sures” to
pro tect hu man rights de fend ers (Ger many), in clud ing through adopt ing
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ef fec tive and com pre hen sive pre ven tion strat e gies, at cen tral and lo cal
lev els, to pre vent at tacks and pro tect the life and phys i cal in teg rity of hu -
man rights de fend ers and jour nal ists, and en sure that such pro grams are
backed by a strong po lit i cal com mit ment and pro vided with ad e quate re -
sources (Nor way).

61. Take mea sures to guar an tee free dom of dem on stra tion and en -
sure pro tec tion of dem on stra tors (France) 62. Con tinue to strengthen
programmes aimed at cre at ing growth and em ploy ment (Can ada).

63. Con tinue en hanc ing the work ing con di tions of tem po rary ag ri -
cul tural la bour ers and strengthen the work of la bour in spec tion au thor i -
ties (Gua te mala).

64. Take more con crete mea sures to elim i nate em ploy ment and wage 
gaps, to in crease school en rol ment rates of in dig e nous chil dren, and re -
view the jus tice sys tem (Ja pan).

65. Com bat (Al ge ria, Hon du ras) and con tinue ef forts to erad i cate
(Holy See) ex treme pov erty (Al ge ria, Holy See, Hon du ras).

66. Strengthen ef forts / programmes to fight against pov erty (Brazil,
Can ada) and put more fi nan cial re sources to erad i cate it, es pe cially in ru -
ral ar eas (Azerbaijan).

67. Pay spe cial at ten tion to the sit u a tion of in dig e nous peo ple in
programmes/strat e gies to re duce/erad i cate pov erty (Al ge ria, Azerbaijan,
Phil ip pines) and take mea sures to re duce that the prob lem of ex treme
pov erty af fect ing them (Hon du ras).

68. Put more ef forts and fi nan cial re sources to erad i cate high level
mor tal ity and mal nu tri tion rates, es pe cially in ru ral ar eas and among in -
dig e nous peo ples (Azerbaijan).

69. Con tinue to ex tend and strengthen the sys tem of pri mary health-
care and im prove the qual ity of such ser vices (Hon du ras); and re dou ble
ef forts to re duce the num ber of ma ter nal deaths by train ing birth at ten -
dants and es tab lish ing more ob stet ric clin ics (Holy See), with par tic u lar
at ten tion to in dig e nous women and peo ples (Holy See, Hon du ras).

70. Con tinue ef forts and take fur ther steps / strengthen the na tional
programme to en sure the right to food (Viet nam), to health (Saudi Ara -
bia, Viet nam), and to ed u ca tion (Saudi Ara bia), par tic u larly for the vul -
ner a ble groups liv ing in ex treme pov erty, in clud ing in dig e nous peo ple
(Viet nam).

71. Fully im ple ment the Ru ral Food Sup port and Sup ply Programme, 
the So cial Milk Programme, the Liv ing Better Food Sup ple ment Pro-

DOCUMENTOS RELEVANTES650



gramme and the Com pre hen sive Food Aid Strat egy, with a view to meet -
ing the food re quire ments of the must vul ner a ble sec tions of so ci ety
(Ma lay sia).

72. Con tinue ef forts aimed at pro vid ing ad e quate fi nanc ing for hous -
ing to the poor est seg ments of the pop u la tion (Ma lay sia).

73. En sure the ef fec tive ac cess of all chil dren to ed u ca tion, in par tic -
u lar mi grant and in dig e nous chil dren, and take ef fec tive mea sures to
com bat their ex clu sion from the ed u ca tion sys tem (Al ge ria).

74. Seek to im prove the en rol ment rate of girls in pri mary and sec -
ond ary schools (Phil ip pines).

75. In crease ef forts to im prove the whole sys tem with re gard to the
in dig e nous peo ples (Azerbaijan); and per se vere ef forts to build a truly
in clu sive de moc racy by fully rec og niz ing the rights of in dig e nous peo -
ples (Pan ama); and un der take mea sures to re dress marginalization of in -
dig e nous and mi grant pop u la tions, in line with the prom i nent role of
Mex ico in the in ter na tional scene (Ban gla desh).

76. Con tinue ad dress ing the rec om men da tions made by the Spe cial
Rap por teur on the sit u a tion of hu man rights and fun da men tal free doms
of in dig e nous peo ple (Gua te mala) and in vite the rel e vant spe cial rap por -
teurs to visit Mex ico and make nec es sary rec om men da tions to up lift the
lot of in dig e nous com mu ni ties, in line with its com mit ments and rel e vant 
in ter na tional in stru ments (Pa ki stan).

77. Adopt ap pro pri ate leg is la tion in full con for mity with in ter na -
tional stan dards on the rights of in dig e nous peo ples (Ar gen tina); and
take nec es sary mea sures to en sure the right of in dig e nous peo ples / other
marginalized com mu ni ties af fected by planned eco nomic or de vel op ment 
pro jects to be ad e quately and fairly con sulted (Bolivia, Den mark), in ac -
cor dance with the com mit ments un der taken by rat i fy ing ILO Con ven tion 
No. 169 con cern ing In dig e nous and Tribal Peo ples (Bolivia).

78. Strengthen ef forts at the fed eral level to raise aware ness of in dig -
e nous rights, lan guage and cus toms, by pro vid ing guid ance and train ing
to mil i tary and lo cal of fi cials, in clud ing the po lice, ju di ciary, and mem -
bers of the le gal com mu nity, par tic u larly in ru ral ar eas (New Zea land).

79. En sure the full re al iza tion of the rights of mi grants on its ter ri tory 
by en act ing leg is la tion and pro vid ing train ing to con cerned of fi cials (Pa -
ki stan).

80. Give pri or ity to the rec om men da tions made by the Spe cial Rap -
por teur on the hu man rights of mi grants (Gua te mala).
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81. Take all nec es sary mea sures to pro tect the rights of mi grant
work ers and mem bers of their fam i lies, par tic u larly by en sur ing their ac -
cess to jus tice (Uzbekistan) / their ac cess to an ef fec tive rem edy be fore a
com pe tent au thor ity for the pro tec tion of their rights (Gua te mala); and
pros e cute and pun ish civil ser vants re spon si ble for acts of ill-treat ment
and of fences against them (Gua te mala).

82. Es tab lish an ef fec tive and in clu sive pro cess to fol low up on the
UPR rec om men da tions (Nor way); in crease di a logue and con sul ta tions
with civil so ci ety or ga ni za tions in the de sign of fol low-up mea sures and
im ple men ta tion of the UPR to wards strength en ing the im pact of the hu -
man rights pol i cies, as set out in Res o lu tion 5/1 of the Coun cil (Pan ama).

83. Dis sem i nate the re port pre sented by the Mex i can Gov ern ment, as 
well as the ob ser va tions and fi nal rec om men da tions re sult ing from the
UPR, at the na tional level (Hon du ras).

94. The fol low ing rec om men da tions will be ex am ined by Mex ico
which will pro vide re sponses in due time. The re sponse of Mex ico to
these rec om men da tions will be in cluded in the out come re port adopted
by the Hu man Rights Coun cil at its elev enth ses sion.

1. En act a def i ni tion of or ga nized crime con sis tent with the United
Na tions Con ven tion against Trans na tional Or ga nized Crime (Por tu gal).

2. Abol ish the prac tice of “arraigo” (New Zea land, Swit zer land) as
soon as pos si ble (New Zea land).

3. En sure that the pri macy of the civil le gal sys tem pre vail over mil i -
tary ju di cial pro cess across the en tire ter ri tory (Ban gla desh).

4. Ex tend the ju ris dic tion of civil courts in cases in volv ing vi o la tions 
of hu man rights by the mil i tary (Ire land).

5. Fol low-up on the rec om men da tions of Com mit tee against Tor ture
and OHCHR to em power civil courts to try of fences against hu man
rights, in par tic u lar tor ture and cruel, in hu man or de grad ing treat ment
com mit ted by mil i tary per son nel, even when it is claimed that they were
ser vice-re lated (Por tu gal).

6. Grant ju ris dic tion to its civil au thor i ties/courts over the acts/hu -
man rights vi o la tions com mit ted by mem bers of armed forces when per -
form ing law en force ment func tions (Re pub lic of Ko rea, Rus sian Fed er a -
tion); if the mil i tary in volve ment in com bat ing or ga nized crimes is nece-
ssary, the ex panded role of the mil i tary must be coun ter bal anced by mea -
sures to re in force the pro tec tion of hu man rights (Re pub lic of Ko rea).
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7. Re view the rel e vant le gal pro vi sions to en sure that all of fences
com mit ted against hu man rights by mil i tary forces may also be sub mit -
ted to civil courts (Peru, Uru guay).

8. Re-es tab lish the Spe cial Pros e cu tor’s of fice for past-po lit i cal and
so cial move ments or cre ate a sim i lar of fice, which would be a strong sig -
nal to wards com bat ing im pu nity for vic tims and their fam i lies (Bel -
gium).

95. All con clu sions and/or rec om men da tions con tained in the pres ent 
re port re flect the po si tion of the sub mit ting State(s) and /or the State un -
der re view thereon. They should not be con strued as en dorsed by the
Work ing Group as a whole.

III. VOLUNTARY COMMITMENTS OF THE STATE UNDER REVIEW

96. In or der to strengthen the rule of law with se cu rity and jus tice in -
sti tu tions ca pa ble of ef fec tively pro tect ing hu man rights, and to over -
come so cial in equal i ties, Mex ico com mits to adopt the nec es sary mea -
sures to ad dress the rec om men da tions of the Uni ver sal Pe ri odic Re view
in the frame work of the Na tional Programme on Hu man Rights 2008-2012. 
Mex ico will also work in the frame work of the Agree ment with the Of -
fice of the High Com mis sioner for Hu man Rights in Mex ico in or der to
fos ter the im ple men ta tion of the rec om men da tions.

97. Mex ico will fol low up on the rec om men da tions with the full par -
tic i pa tion of civil so ci ety and au ton o mous hu man rights in sti tu tions,
through the Com mis sion for Gov ern ment Pol icy on Hu man Rights.

ANNEX

COMPOSITION OF THE DELEGATION

The del e ga tion of Mex ico was headed by H. E. Sr. Fernando Gó-
mez-Mont, Min is ter of In te rior, and com posed of 28 mem bers:

H. E. Sr. Fernando Gómez-Mont, secretario de Gobernación;
Sr. Juan Manuel Gómez Robledo, embajador, subsecretario para Asuntos 

Multilaterales y Derechos Humanos, Secretaría de Relaciones Exte-
riores;
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Sr. Luis Alfonso de Alba, embajador, representante permanente ante los
Organismos Internacionales con sede en Ginebra;

Sr. Gustavo Me rino, subsecretario de Prospectiva, Planeación y Evalua-
ción, Secretaría de Desarrollo So cial;

Sra. Ma. Ce cilia Landerreche, tit u lar del DIF Nacional, Sistema Nacional 
para el Desarrollo In te gral de la Fa milia;

Sra. María del Rocío García, presidenta del Inmujeres, Instituto Nacional 
de las Mujeres;

Sra. Mabel Gómez Ol i ver, embajadora, representante permanente alterna 
ante los Organismos Internacionales con sede en Ginebra;

Sra. Sigrid Arzt, secretaria técnica, Consejo de Seguridad Nacional;
Sr. Jaime An to nio López Portillo, gen eral de brigada de Justicia Militar,

di rec tor gen eral de Derechos Humanos, Secretaría de la Defensa
Nacional;

Sr. José Luis Chávez, gen eral de brigada de Justicia Militar, procurador
gen eral de Justicia Militar, Secretaría de la Defensa Nacional;

Sr. Alejandro Poiré, coordinador de asesores del secretario de Goberna-
ción, Secretaría de Gobernación;

Sr. Alejandro Negrín, ministro, di rec tor gen eral de Derechos Humanos y
Democracia, Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores;

Sr. Pascual Moreno, di rec tor gen eral de Atención a Recomendaciones y
Amigables Conciliaciones en Derechos Humanos, Procuraduría Gen -
eral de la República;

Sr. Víctor Hugo Pérez, di rec tor gen eral de Derechos Humanos, Secre-
taría de Seguridad Pública;

Sra. Ludka de Gortari, directora gen eral de Evaluación y Con trol de la
Unidad de Planeación y Consulta, Comisión Nacional para el Desa-
rrollo de los Pueb los Indígenas;

Sra. Tania Esparza, directora gen eral en la oficina del c. secretario de la
Secretaría de Gobernacion;

Sr. José An to nio Guevara, ministro, Misión Permanente ante los Or gan-
ismos Internacionales con sede en Ginebra;

Sra. Ju dith Arrieta, consejera, Misión Permanente ante los Organismos
Internacionales con sede en Ginebra;

Sr. Miguel Malfavón, consejero, Misión Permanente ante los Organis-
mos Internacionales con sede en Ginebra;

Sr. Pablo Navarrete, di rec tor de Asuntos Internacionales, Instituto Nacio- 
nal de las Mujeres;
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Sra. Mariana Olivera, segundo secretario, Misión Permanente ante los
Organismos Internacionales con sede en Ginebra;

Sra. Ma. Vic to ria Romero, segunda secretaria, Misión Permanente ante
los Organismos Internacionales con sede en Ginebra;

Sr. Sal va dor Tinajero, tercer secretario, Misión Permanente ante los
Organismos Internacionales con sede en Ginebra;

Sr. Gustavo Torres, asesor, Misión Permanente ante los Organismos In-
ternacionales con sede en Ginebra;

Sra. Gracia Pérez, asesora, Misión Permanente ante los Organismos In-
ternacionales con sede en Ginebra;

Sra. Omeheira López, presidenta de la Comisión de Derechos Humanos,
Cámara de Diputados;

Sra. Alliet Bautista, secretaria técnica, Comisión de Derechos Humanos,
Cámara de Diputados;

Sra. Cristina Hárdaga, asesora en derechos humanos, Cámara de Di-
putados.
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